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Report of an investigation intec fires in Bombay Slums
Between October - Decerber, 1987, by a team of the
Nivara Hakk Suraksha Samiti,

Introductions:

The complete devastation by fire of several thousand huts in
seven incidents within a short space of three months (October -
December 1987) has raised several suggestions in the minds of
those involved in the struggle for housing in Bombay.

1) Were these fires the result of accidents as the police
reports claimed?
2) Was there any nexus between the Government onslaught on
© slums and these fires?
3) Were interested partics delaylnq aid and succour to the
affected slums? .
4) Was this, in short;wa guick way of clearing prime land

for speculation and rofiteering?

5) Was there any nexus between the Government and the
Builders, Estate agents and Bu51ness interests?

6) - Were there larger social,_polltlcal and economic
interests leading to attacks on slum dwellers?

Nivara Hakk Suraksha Samiti which was formed in 1981 and
comprises several slum, sccial work and youth organisations
as well as individusl professionals, set up a fact-=finding
team to investigate the slum fires, The team visited the
sites of all the fires, spcke to slum dwellers as well as
ward officers and other authorltles. -

The team presents below its report, It has also decided to
append to the report, three case studies, pertaining to the
biggest fires which are marked by a compexity of issues,
These are of Rajiv Nagar (Goregaon), Dhobi Ghat (Mahalaxmi)
and Ambedkar Nagar (Cuffe Parade).

Before going into the report of the fire itsclf, the team

would like to present a bricf background to the housing ques=
tion in Bombay, which it views as integral to the investigation,

PRESSURE ON URBAN LAND ~

Over the past decades there has been an increasing number of
people migrating to the city of Bombay. Lack of rural b
development, unemployment as well as widespread drouyght is
pushing people into the cities in search of livelihood, On
the other ‘hand, concentration and further growth of industries
and work opportunltlgs has attracted the poor from villages

and small towns.

Business, private investmcnts and speculation in land and
housing has pushed the price of land to a vhenomenal high,
For example, in South Bombay, the combined rate of land
and building is as much' as Rs. 4,000 per C2{e (P il



Lack of political will, total disregard and avathy, lack of
relevant and systematic planning and total failure in the
implementation of programmes by the Government has led to
the mushrooming of slums and the total degradation of living
conditions in the city. Today, approximately 60 per cent af
the city's population live in slums and in the most inhuman
environmental conditions,  posing a serious threat to their
lives and in particular to women and children.

v

While speculation in real estate has made a few into
millionaires overnight, for the vast majority the owning of
a house remains an impossible dream. (Average income of a
slum household: Rs,419,00; average price of a one room

slum tenement : Rs.5,000.00: chawl: Rs,1,5 lakhs, subject

to location). Hence, what is a basic necessity has been
converted into a luxury and even denied to the .vast majority.

THERE IS NO DEARTH OF LAID

The common belief is that thecre is no land available in the
gity of Bbmbay or that it is the lack of :space which is
causing the congestion and housing problem. But this is
patently untrue,

There are 50,000 acres of vacant land availakle in Bombay
according to the Governments own statistics. .Of this about __
7,500 acres of private land is already vested with the
.+Government under the Urbhan Land (Celllnq and Regulatlon) Apk,™
1976, Even with a density of 200 persons an acrz, thc total
land required for housing the entire 5.5 million slum
population would recuire 25,500 acres, This is exactly half
of the total vacant land in the city. It may be noted here
that these figures of vacant land doeés naot include the land
occupicd by existing slums., Decentralisation and change in
the priorities of I“WG—USL nattern can very easily help the
situation.

The problem then is not of too many people or too little land,
out of a cogent housing pollcy for the benefit of the poor
and the toilers.

SOVERNMENT'S ROLE

The gravity of the housing problem in the metropolis compelled
the Government to take notc of the situation, It came out

with a token gesture in the form of a census of slums, This
census was conductcd in 1976 :nd the status of "unauthorised
encroachments” wds bestowed on the slums, Photopasses were
cilwen tn“olumdwo]ler: at thc time and the municipality began
collecting a monthly "fine" (dand).

It must be stressed herc tht the majority of the population
living in slums docs not cusprise of just lumpens and
goondas as made out by the Government and its protagonists,.



In fact, the slumdwellers work in various sectors and form
an absolutely esanrlol nart of the city's work force,
Industrial workers, municipal & Government employees,
those emploved in ﬁﬁo informal sector form the main part
of the slum population,

But, in 1980, the Government decided to launch an offensive
against slums and the Antulay Government began large scale
evictions in the middle of the monsoons. Slumdwellers were
bundled into S.T. buses and dumped outside the city. The
brutality of these. evictions shook the city. A tcmporary
respite was obtzined from the courts, but since thcn the
onslaught has continued in a more planned but cautious
manner.,

VESTED INTERESTS AND LAND:z . ..

The skyrocketing land prices have made many a profiteer

cover the available land within the city. But it is not

only the Builders who are involved in get=richequick schemes
by taking over whatever sitcs are available, An increasingly
common trend is the development of slum lords, who prey on

the poor, pushing. them out of their houses and land in order

to makc a quick kbuck, These goondas also collect money from
slumdwellers at. will, c¢njoying as they do the protection of
organised crime racketccrs, political patronage, with the police
at best turning a blind oyr st all this and at worst, in active
collusion with these anti-social elements.

LACK OF AMENITIES AND THE RESULTANT VULNERABILITY OF SLUMS

Apart from living under constant threat from both the authorities
and goonoas and the conseduent insecurity that this breeds,.

the slumdwellers have to suffer a multitude of practical
problems. i

The manner in which these slums have come up and the way in
which they are presently constructed, makes conditions within
a slum extremely hazardous. The lack of amenities like
roads, water, electricity, adds to this problem, As a rule,
the slums are extremely congosted and are built mostly from
inflammable materials., In the event of a calamity like fire,
the dimcnsions of a tragoedy are aggravated., It also means
that the task of fire fighting becomes much more difficult
in terms of reach and accessibility of water heses-ett,

(As we found in thc¢ crsce cf the Matungm Labour Canmp Fire and
Mariamma Nagar). v

The location of slums closc¢ to railway stations and highways
increases the risk of accidcnts (ref: Mahalaxmi ond Vile Parle),
As it is, accidents involving children are guite common.

LEGAL STATUS

Most of the affected slums have cocme up around 1980 and have
not been censurcd in 1976, Tn line with th¢ official policy
they are considered unsauthorised and not entitled to any
civic rights or amenities. However, residents of K2 maraj
Nagar, Vile Parle, have boen there since 1970, but they have
not been censused,



Despite being unauthorised, all residents are on the 1980
electoral lists, A1l thc slums had been demolished atleast

once, some twice (Worli Mariarma Nagar) or even thrice (Kandivli,
Cuffe Parade). Of the seven slums investigated, 4 were on

BMC land, 2 on the Collector's land and 1 on state Governrent
land. In at least four of these slums, there has heen a
longstanding dispute between the residents and the authoritics,
They are :

1) Ambedkar Nagar, Cuffe Parade: A case has been filcd against
the Collector and a2 stay-order obtained against eviction.
2) Ganesh Nagar 'C & D Committees, Mahalaxmi: The land has

been reserved for rcsidential accommodation for retired
fire brigade officers. The rest of the land is
reserved undcr tho green belt.

3) Rajiv Nagar, Goregaon: The land has been allocated for
a cemetry, a garden, and for the—rehabilitation of
dlsplaced civic employees,

4) Kamraj Nagzr, Vile Parles: The road developmupt authorities

want to acguirce the land from thﬁ‘BMC to widen the.
highway by 30 feet, k

Residents of 2 of these areas i.,c, of Ambedkar Nagar,Cuffe Parade
and Rajiv Nagar, Goregaon, have been given-eviction notices

after the fires by the Additional Collector for Slum
Encroachments and the-BMC respectively. In Cuffe Parade, the
authorities have asked residents to produce proof of residence
since 1980 which is impossibhle as all the relevant documents

have been destroyed bv thoe fire. In Goregzon, the residonts
filed a case against the cviction order and rbtained a
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Having lost all thcir lifes belongings and savings in thc
fire and having re-built thcir houses by taking loans, the
people from all thésc areés live under the constant threat of
demolition.

POLITICAL SITUATI ON

Desplte being sadly neglected in all respects, the slumdwellers
right to vote is grantcd nlomptly They serve as vote hanks
which are wooed by politicians during elections., Falsc
assurances of providing hasic amenities and security of tenure
are made, Residonts of Kamaraj Nagar, Vile Parle, have lecarnt
a bitter lesson in this ruspect. There are 1,215 voters

on the electecral rolls of this area, They belong to the mayor,
Dr, Ramesh Prabhoo's constitucncy. Just a weck before +the
fire, the assembly clections were held and candidates from

all parties visited the ~rca and gave tall assurances, Even
four days after the fire, the people had not rcccived any
relief, To date, no assuronce.has been:given of providirg
alternative accommodation.

Censuses, recognition of slums, the concept of cut-0ff dotos
and electoral rolls only prove to be hendy teols tordivide
and rule the slumdwellers,

Jucu-s/""



In Mahalaxmi, the Congress I Corporator, Mr. Virji Solanki,
has come up with a novcl scheme to build new houses, He has
floated a co-operaiive nousing society inviting people Eo
join as members by paying a2 sum of Rse 2,051,00, He has
promised to arrarge loars of around Bs,10,000,00 per member,
knowing very well that the people do not have legal rights
over the land, hat iz the Corporator's interest in this
ascheme? He is 3 2uilder himself,

Further, even the LA, lMr. Dadu Atyalkar of the Kamgar Aghadi
has offered to build houses for people at 2 cost of Rs.1,100,00
Some 80 people have z2lready registered in his scheme, Host
people however, are afrazid to invest any money unless. some
guarantee against demolitions is given. None of the political
parties involved in this area have bothered to raise the most
fundamental issue of tensncy rights.

In Goregaon, the local Councilor refused to recognise more than
200-0dd people who had voted in the last election., In short

it was a threat to those who did not vote in support of the

MLA ., ; 1

It is clear that while the politicians are eager tc use the slums
as vote banks, they are deing precious little in the way of
actuzl help in times of emergency. Even on @ regular basis,

on the question ¢f basic amenities, health and education,

they do little.

Further, there are many local lumpens associated with :some
political parties, who meke their living by threatening local
residents and extorting money. When thcir authority is
challenged by thc local pecorle, they unleash terrer by armed
assault or by threateming to set the slum on fire. This is
what happened in Rajiv liagar, Goregaon. A group of thiv Sena
goondas have been extorting money and terrorising people here,
As local people started resisting, there was an armed attack
in October, resulting in sérious injury to on¢ person, A
complaint was made to the local police staticn hut no action
was taken., Before the fFfire, on Dec. 8th, therc wore several
oral threats by these goondas but the local pecple were .
helpless, ' s :

ACCIDENT OR ARSON?

;:

After a fire, the local police station investigates the couses
of the fire, Their report is accepted as the bisis hy the

Collector {(in order to distribute compensation), the fire
brigade and the pross,

The police hawve shown much haste in establishing a theory of
the fires being en accident, Rumours are acceptoed as facts
and the cause is dismissed as accidentsl = either = 1it
cigarette butt ¢arelsssly t wn, a stove bursting, seclf-
immolation, & fire cracker being burst etc. No investigation
worth the name is done as to the situation in the slum .
before the fire, history af disputes, ete. People. zffected

in three of the fiyes investigate c

Goregaon and Mahalexmi, suspect foul play because therc have
been conflicts in th¢ arex @nd attempts have becn made in the
past to evict them, Theyv soy that there have been fires in

the past due to accidunts but these have affected only a few
hute and nct the whele slum. Further, the fact th-+ «viction




notices have bcen served on two of the slums after the firc,
has only strengthened the argument that there was foul play
and vested interests involved.

In Goregaon and Cuffe Parade, the fires brokc out at a time
whzn most of the peoplc wore away at work and it was known
that only a few women and children would be around. In
Goregaon, the day thc fire broke out is also significant.
For the fortnightly rations had just bee¢n stopped and eypery
family had its share cf kcrosene in the house.

In Mshalaxmi, the pecple claimed that the fire brigade
arrived after a significint time lapse and €ven then did
verv little to put out the fire, People say that the fire
fighting £ollowed the poth of the fire rather than stem it.

AID

¢ only entitled to a mandatory
%.110 00 per person undcr the National Celamities Provision,

from the Collesctor authorities, though they lost all their
possessions and savings (in many cases the slum dwellers just
keep all that they heve et home). This is a negligible amount
with which they cennot even reubulld a gsingle hut let alone
compensate for their loss. ‘

The victims of the fire wer

In most areas, however, we found that it is help from
surrounding slum areas. and voluntary agencies that really
sustained the victims.. In cases like Ambedkzr Nagar, Cuffe
Parade, even the distribution of ¢id became a racket, and
those who have suffercd Gidn't get 2ny relief while several
profiteers were at hand 1o receive the benefits of any scheme,

One important point to be noted is that the destruction of
homes by fire mecans th=t slum dwellers who have ration cdords
and therefore, procf of risidoence also lose these decuments,
There is firstly the diff culty of re-making ration cards,
Then, : being temporary ration cards; the new ration cards -
will be dated according to when they are re-made. This mcans
that the slum dwellers losge whatever rights, aveilable to,
them under the existing law Their tenure will be counted
from that moment onwards.

CONCLUSIONS

* Our investigations clearly indicate that there is enough
circumstantial evidence that 2 majority of fires investigated
were cases of arson, with locsl goondag, builders and scemctimes
even the civil authoritics, being the prime suspects,

* The wilful apathy and the total disregard of the state Govarne-
ment and the civic authoritices towards slum dvollers coupled
with their present eviction camprign has created a climate

of tension and insccurity z2mong slum dwellers, The local
goondas and slum lords pray on these anxieties and furthor
exploit the hapless slum dwellcrs., Those antiesccial clementis
are also emboldened to physically attack slum .dwellers as well
as set fire to their housas if they display any rusistoncc.

-
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* The lack of basic emenitics such as roads, water ~nd cleetrieity
aggravatcs the miscrakle conditions in which the 91;. dweallers
have to live, This 2lso 1 fFLs the task of fire fighting that

much more difficult when fires hreak out.

“ﬁ

* As the Governmcnt refuscs to regularise the slure, +ho
of demolition prevints the slum dwellers from lHVL“Ll.J in
more permanent and fire resistant building matcrials,
Therefore, most of the huts are built from inflammable
materials like jute, bowboo and other scrap. Fircs in such
slums spread very raoldly and create immense hevoc,

Realising the situation, slum lords and other goondas use
fire as an handy tool to threaten the lives of slum dwellers.,

Gr

NIVARA HAKK SURAKSHA SAMITI DEMANDS:

1) All slum demolitions to be stopped.
2) All slums be recognised "nd regularised.
3) Basic amenities such as water, electricity ard roads

3
in slums ‘be immcdiately provided.,

4). ... Alternate;l: ‘nd/housing for thosec slums locoted on
marginal and such a8 2long railway lincs, pipelines,
nallas etc,_bcfprowldca,

5) A judicial enquiry he¢ conducted into all fires and the
attacks on slum dwellers and the guilty be punished.
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MaHaL&XM1 LHOBI GHAT ¢

WARD | G SOUTH

CORPORATOR V. SOLANKI - CONCRESS 1

M. Le & DADU ATYALKAR - KAMGAR &GADL
DATE OF FIRE 14th NOVEMBER '87

TIME OF FIRE 730 pams

The biggest fire that occured last year was at Dhobi Ghat,
Mahalaxmi, near Afrthur Rcad Jail. Around 2,000 huts were
gutted. The houses and property of around 10,000 peaople
was destroyed. They belonged to ambedkar Nagar, Sanjay
Nagar, Ganesh Nagar (C & D Committees), Saibaba Nagar and
Shakti Nagar.

Situated along the railway line near Mahalaxmi station and
stretching upte Chinchpokli, this huge colony of slums,
houses mainly workers from the nearby mills and the Municipal
Corporation. The women are mostly employed as danestlc
servants or vegetable vendors.

Most of the residents have settled there after ' 76 and their

houses have not been censused. The houges were surveyed a

few years back and gilven numbers by the Collector. The land

belongs tO the BMC and most people llvlng there have been
evicted atleast once.

Part of the land (Ganesh Nagar C & D) has been reserved by the
BMC in order t© build quarters for the retired fire brigade
employees. One building has already been built in the middle
of the slum and there has been cOnstant antagonism between e
slum residents and the fire brigade smployees. A case was
filed against the slum dwellers which was won by the fire
brigade in 1984. Since then, there have been repeated thre

of eviction. People reported that they had been informed that
therc would be evictions by December.

Due to this background, there were many cOmplaints against tie
fire brigade authorities. Firstly; though the fire station g
situated closely at Byculla, it took the fire brigade nearly
45 minutes tO arrive on the scene. Secondly, they were not
eguipped withh ladders and thus could not reach the site of
fire. Thirdly, there was nc water in the fire hydrants and the
water had to be got from Kasturba Hospital.

Caugse : The fire started at Sanjay Nagar. ln their haste to
establish that the cause of the fire was accidental, the police
and press declared that a woman had attempted to commit suieide
by immolating herself. Wwhen it was discoverad that the old
woman who was blind and an invalid, was a victim of the fire-
and not its cause, the police then tried to prove a case that
her neighbour, one Ram Choudhary set fire to his hut while
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cooking. Mempers of the team who visited the area tried to
meet him but he is reported tO have left thz area.
Aftermath : Members ©f ths team met the wvaricus politic
parties like the Shiv Sena, Dalit Panther, Kanmgar aghadi and
Cengress (1) who work in the area. Opinion is divided as to
the cause of the fire. While members of the Congress (1)
assert it was undoubtedly an accident, membérs of the Kamgar
Aghadi, Dalit Panther, Shiv Sena allege that the lccal
Corporator Mr. Virji Sclanki is behind the cause of th: fire,
The local people alsO strongly suspect foul play. The team
felt that there were certain vested interests wno have stood
to gain frun the fire and this callsg for & thorough judicial
investigation.

The Corporator Mr.Solanki, has begun collectinyg a sum Of
Rs.2,051.00 from the local residents, promising that their
houses will be built. He has floated a co=operative society
and arcund 150 people have joined. wWhen the team visited the
area around a month after the fire, he had not started
constructing any of the houses. The Kamgar Aghadi had also
started a scheme whereby they c¢llected Rs.1,100.00 and have
begun building some hcuses. The people are totally confused.
Their mein worry in rebuilding their houses is that they may
be demolished anytime, Their primary concern is td jscmechow get
an assurance from the BMC that there will not.be an éeviction.
None ©Of the political parties have attempted to solve this
problem. When asked about this, Mr.Solanki claimed that those
on the '83 election lists weuld not be affected. Bv His own
adnission, such persons would not account for even half of
those living there.



AMBTIDEAR NAGAR, CUFFI PARADE

VARD A SOUTH
CCRPORATOR NARVEKAR - INDIPINDIFT

M.L. 4. MURLI DIORA - CONG- I

DATZ OF FIRT | %0th OCTOBTR '87

TIME OF TIRE 11-%0 a.m.

A fire broke out in Ambedkar Nagar in Tu’fe Parade around
11.00 a.m. on the morning ¢f 30th October '87. Initial
attempts by children pilaying in the area and a few adults
working at home to douse it were quickly abandoned asz the
fire spread rapidly from the vicinity of a scrap sodown in
ocne corner of -the Shanty Colony, consuming everythinz that
stood in its way. At that hour of the morning, most of the
adult population was away at work, the remainder - mostly
old geopla and women and children 'fied from their homes to
stand helplessly on th: roadside waiting for the Colaba
fire brigade, located less than half a kilometre away, to
arrive,: Whan the fire fighters did come, twenty minutas
after the department was alerted, total damaze had besn done.

In less than an hour, 400 huts were razed to the ground and
2 people burnt to death an 0ld lady of 65 yecars and a cne. -
year old girl. Two others were injured too. ‘When the
residents returned from work that-afternoon, only sashes, =
few stonss and lumps of charred and misshapen metal remaincd
to indicate that this was where they once lived.

Within a day, the Ambedksr Yagar Zommittee, a local organisa-
tion, launched a fund raising campaign in thz neighbourhocod.
Various social and political organisations and individuals
including the BJP, Congress I, Shiv Sena, Lions Zlub of Colaba,
Hare Rama Hare Krishna, contributad to th: fund, previding
assistance dirsctly to needy families liks church asgencies,
voluntary agenciass and colleges. Thie Cellzotor's office
distributed Rs.110.00 25 relief per marson in the affacted
arsa.

{ Iy o

shrigtiagng,

religions which include Hindus, Huslims, Ddalits and
: vt oy Wssring
YA TTF agve

Tamilians, FKannadigas. “olis and Zambadis. Ihe maj
been living there for over zizht years while a fow

N

residents have been thers since the '7¢'s.  The
2

the people are daily wage @arn.rs; the men “ork 2d
labour st th. numcrous construction sites in the arca, as
cooliss at Macchi Bunder at 3ascon Docks - = 10 mitutes
walk away, and as rag pickers. Tae women work at the B3,

i

selling prawng and cleaning fish., Ssveral of the children
attend the Colaba uslunicipal S3chool. All the familite =¢vu
ration cards and slso have voting rights.
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Almost all the political parties are represented, including
the BJP, the Bharatiya Dalit Panthers, the Dslit¢ Hulkti 3ena
and the Dalit Alpa 3Jankhya 3cimakshen Mahasangh.

The slum s located on "regserved' 1land under the jurisdiction
of the Collzctor. It is said that the land has been sarmarked
for the consbtruction of a road in the developmzntal plan.

Half hearted attempts were ‘made by tha guthorities to demolish
the first structures that mushroomed up in the area in
1381-832. 3Subsequently, two eviction nctices were served to
the residsnts, the last about 4 years ago. The meed zar Nagar
Jommittee thallenged this notice, filing a writ petition in
the Bombay 3Sessions Court in 1986. Less than a month after

the fire, the Municipality issued notices to a few shop ownersg
and to houses on the road front. A few weeks lster, eviction
notices wers again served to other residents of the
neighbourhocod.

Fires are not an unccmmon occurence in this slum pocket, where
a mers spark is sufficient to set fire to the bamboos, chattais
and cardboard strips that makss a house. iinor fires have
broken out suddenly in the night as a kerosene botti: lamp

has been accide ntally knocked down or a smnall tonfire 1it for
warmth has spread to adjoining huts, but they have been as
‘Papldly been put out without much damage.

In February 1987, a major fire raged across another section
rendering about 250 familite homeless. However, the
November '87 fire was, an occurence of an unprecedented scale,
Almost 3,000 people nave been affected with total damages to
the tune of Rs. &,0C,000.00

No one knows or is willing to describe how precisely the fire
started, Thare ars no eye witnesses on record. 3Some of the
women profer the opinion that the fire was an accident,
started by a stray spark from the fire cracier set off by
children playing near the godown filled with rags and other
inflammable materials. Nobody knows or is willing to eXpress
an opinion about the purpose of the fire or the maans and
met-ods by which it was started zlthouzh thers is a strong
suspicion that the fire was deliberately caused and that it
appears to be arson, espsciglly in the wake of the rash of
fires that have broken cut in tha past month. The fire and
avents preceding and following its occurence, raisc cartain
igsues.

The spate of eviction motices issued to the residents of
Ambedkar Nagar before and after the fire, make it clear that
the land on which they are curreatly livinz on, is considered
valuable property which the Government wishes to regain in
order to implement thcsir development plans.
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These victims of the fire have lost all their worldly goods
and their very lives have been threatened. As long as the
land issue is not resolved, they are apprehensive about their
security in the area and re-investing in housing, yct they
cannot shift elsewhere as their work places bind them to

the neighbourhood. ‘ '

Tach organisation sees the fire and relief work as a means

of entry into ths community to broaden their base and start
work and dzvelop their organisation. People in a crisis
situation are more vulnsrablc to the overtures of these groups.

Relief does not appesar tc have reached all the people in an
adequate manner gs it was digpsrsed in an unco-ordinated
fashion. e would recommend that the Government form-a
citizens coummittee to organise or co-ordinate relief work
at an All Bombay level and also constitute a committee of
enquiry into incidents of this nature.
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RAJIV NAGAR, VIRWANI EITATE, GCORTGAON WAST

WARD P SOUTH

CORPORATOR #.I. PATEL - CONGRESS I A
M.L.A. MRINAL GORZ - JANATA

DATE OF FIRE 8th DECEMBIR '87

ITME OF FIRE ' 5-30 p.m.

Rajiv Nagar is a slum of around 2,000 huts inhabited by
people who have settled there in the early 80's.. Some of
its earliest inhabitants have been censured. The land on
which it is situated belongs to the BMC and has been
reserved for building a garden, cemetry, road depot and
to rehabilitate dishoused civic employees. It has been
demolished thrice since '83.

The residents of the area predominantly bslongs to
Maharashtra, U.P., Bihar etc. and are mainly occupied as
rickshaw drivers, shop keepers, mill workers atc. Since
most of their women “olk have been left in the villages

they come from, the place is mostly deserted during the day.’

The fire started here on 8th Dec. at 5-%0 p.m. Only a few
women and children ware present at that time. The firs
rapidly spread in all directions zutting around 500 huts.
The local fire brigade arrived at sround 6-%0 p.m. The fire
was finally prevented from spreading by ths residents, by
breaking down a whole line of huts. The police had alsoO
arrived there and cordoned the sntire arsa. When the men
returned from work, they were kapt out. Around 3-3%0 p.m. the
police allowed them to enter tie¢ area for a short while. By
then the fire had been put out and peopls found that their
houses had been destroyed saving some of their belongings.
The police did not allow any of them to btake away their,
belongings and cordoned off the area again for bthe night.

By the next morning however, the belongings of the people
had disappeared. This clearly shows the nexus of the police
with the thieves.

When the team visited the area and interviewed pecple from

the community as to the cause of the fire, it was discovered
that a group of 3hiva 3ena lumpens have been terrorising
people in the area and extorting money from them. Certain
individuals like ifanohar Khavilkar who is the Upa S3azrpanch

and Sharafat Mahale, entertain them. The local penrzl: biagan
resisting these goordas and this resulted in an armed attack
by the soondas on 24th Cctober. 14 residants were injured and
hospitalised. Some of then wers sven arrested. Whon a
complaint was registored with ths police against th: harassment,
no action was taken azainst th: anti-social elements-. ATter




-

this incident, there was open hostility between the local
residents and the Shiv Sena. 3Some individuals like
ilaruti Satpal and Asghar openly threatened to set fire to
the area if their azuthority was challenged.

"he people of Rajiv Nagar are better organised after the
fire. The huts were re-built soon. On 5th Jan. the
residents got wind of the demolitidon plans by the BMC and
approached Nivara Hakk 3uraksha Samiti-to get a stay-order
from the High Court. [he stay-order was granted on

8th Jan. The residents also put up a barbed wire fence
demarcating their area. However, the BUC sent a squad
comprising of 20 vehicles and some hired men and began
demolitions, ignoring completely the svay-order granted by
the High Court. "The B 'C men also looted the people of .
their money and possessions. One woman clutching 8s.500.00
in her hands was slagshed with a knife and the money forcibly
taken. Another resident who had purchased 200 chickens for
rearing, lost all of these to those men. ,Finally when the
Samitiintervened on receiving this news, the Junicipal
Squad withdrew. The Ward Officer expressed his ignorance
of the court order.

Surprisingly, a contingent of about 25 security guards of
"The Royal Security Guards' soon moved into Rajiv Nagar
and+:claimed that a part of the site was owned by the Builders
'The Bstate Investment Co. Pvt.Ltd.' and that they ware

there to safeguard the propsrty. These guards stoppsd people
from entering their houses which thay claimed were on thsir
path., Thig resulted in'a fight between the peonle and the
guards in which many women ware injured.

When the plot on which Rajiv Fagsr is, is clearly definsd
for four uses viz. a garden, a cemetry, a road depot and for
re-habilitation of displacad municipal employces, how did
the Builder move in his security to claim a portion of lhs
land? How did the Builder send his security force immediately
upon BMC's demolition? Obviously there is a nexus betwear

the investment company and the demolition sguad of the
Municipal Corporation,

It is significant to no%te that an adjasent plot, previocusly
marked for a cemetry has now,been Taken over by Raheja Towers.
We therefore strongly feel that once the land is cleared, it
will be used for comm:zrcial exploitatiocn.
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