COMMUNAL TERRORISM IN PINJAB

PEOPLE'S UNTION FOR DEMDCRATIC RIGHTS

DELHI - 1987



Escalation of acts of viclence in Punjab and its surrounding areas in the
recent months has seriously affected the life and rights of citizens.
while Punjab ccntinues to be under a nighly repressive police rule that
indiscrimimatelyv arrests the youth and shoots cown allened terrorists in
so called "encounters", bands of terrorists have steadily ingreased their
acts of violence, killirn nerople in surprise attacks and ransacking places,
spreading terreor in villeaaes 2nd towns and provoking communal violence.
This stream of violence anc counter=violence has become a ma jor threat to
the democratic rights of people &nd has made the much needed political
solution of the basic issues of Punjab ever more difficult.

Voices of orotest by the people against terrorism,whether of the State or
of eommunalists, are now rising toth in Punjab and other parts of the
cguntry. The PUDR jrins this cemraign heping that a citizens movement for
democratic rights will be able to reverse this trend of violence and help

build up a climate for a nnlitical resolution of the present crisis,

At present there are no cenocratic channels or institutinns in Punjab
through which pclitical discussicns or negotiaticns can be conducted on
the substantive issues which aave ris: to the presenrt crisis=-issues whose
roots lie in tc demanag for renioral autonomy and cultural identity of a
community, and for eguitable development. The present crisis has its

origins in certain distinct sources:

Te Spcial tensions gereratecd by the Lroon Revolution=discontcnt among
the farmers cver rising cost of the necessary agricultural inputs;
tapering cff of the bonanza for the rich farmers, unemployment
among the youth of these familicse

2 The role played by the Ccngress (1) :n refusing to solve the lomg
standing problems of Punjab relating to the transfer of Chandigarh
amonq other things, and in communalising the situation for its
short=term clectoral gains by sncouraging Sikh fundamentalists like
8hindranwale and Dal Khalsa against the Akali Dal.

3 The role of the Akali Dal in entangling the political issues with
relinious demands which constantly asserted the exclusiveness of

the 5ikh comm nit, ~rd *huys -nccuraged arecwino division between the



accompanied ty the behavicur of the Sikh relinious authorities who
hartourcd tho Kralistoni terrorists in the nurudwaras.

4. The risc of t-¢ Hindu communal orqeonizations like the Hindu Suraksha
Samiti who led attack: on Sikh =anm ¢ sir propertiscs in rotaliation
to the assassinetior ~f Lol Jagatnarain of the Hind Samachar group
of newspapers in 19&1,

Se Operation Bluestar f2llow-d oy tne exe .sses inheorent on Operatiion
Woodrose, the anti-Sikh carrage in the aftermath of the assassinate-
ion of Indira Gandhi, the failure of t' ¢ Government to punish the
guilty, and continued detention witbout trial of 365 persons at
Jodhpur since Juns 1984, contributed to the growth of the fertile
soil for esclation of tcrrorism. All these factors have anagravatod
the crisis to an extent th2t noc party is now in a position to
control foreecs that hay b on unlecashed. In this situatien the
policy of the centr=l govirrment has tendcd tec alienct: the Punjab
peasantry and thc Sikh community a2t large and weakcned the role
of democratic foreoe who ~ro commited to the unity of the people
of India. Durinn the po_t fouw yoars a stcady asclation of both
state ~nd communal terrorism heos grown into a mutually reinforcing
process, rccducing the peorle to tha stotus of cither helpless
victim:e or mute ~udi-nce tc beth kinds of vielencz,

All thesc factors have 2qaravated the crisic &2 an extent trat no sarty

is now in a2 position to cortrol forcus that h:ve becn unleasheds In

this situation, cclicies followed by the Central government h-vc tended

to alienate thc Punjab peasantry n»nd the Sikh community at larqe, and

weakenca the role of demccratic forcos vro are committed to the unity

of thc peoople of India, A blonit d cncurity structure barasscs innocent

citizens insterd of protecting thum from terrorist attacks, On the other

hand, the turroris*z apprear to rck:e 'Khalistan' a selfe=fulfilling pro-
phecy by proveoking communal vinlorce betwoen Hindus =nd Sikhs, Thiir
acts of violeurcz hava gercrated an tmoshohere of insccurity ameong the

Himdus in Funjab 2nd Sikhs outsic . Purinz, ' sides the nqencral approrgne

sions affecting all,
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The PUDR inm sringirg ut t' is booklet welcomes the initiatives taken
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Communal Torrorism:

Accerdire to offics estimntos nintcer terrorist bonds are presently
operating in and outsidc Purjnbe The communal torrorists h-ove brcadly
four kinds -f tarqots: {i) prlicemen ord other officials of State agencies
120 p:lic;"'Q eyl o boan kill be o January 1985 te Octobor 19873 (ii)
political leasdops bBaoth: Hipdus «7d zikns belonning bto ~lmost 21l majour
politiecnl partics wera kil in the poot threoo yvegrs and this includes

15 Congress,168JF, 7 &« 1i Ul (L), 20 CPI, 7 CPM 2nd 3 CPI (ML) activists

and 1l ~ders; (iii) rerdom killirgs of puopls pricarily Hindus, including

[

reprehensible threat to kill sehe ildrers and firnlly (iv) killings

motivated to avence the anti=5ikh crrrag: c Nayember, 1984 (such 2s of

Lilit Maken the excessas ~f Onerotion $luc Star 2nd Woodrose General
]

As Vaidhya), Ofcourse snne of tho killings arc works of simple criminal

)

gangs profiting out of th- completc breakdown ~f law =nd order machinery.

Scvrrnl oF the killings zf “indus within and cutside Punjab were the
- J

4.

t hands cesignad te further divide

O
1
1
Qe
B N
e i
8]
[
[
(5]
-
y—
r
|
-
Lt
—
(1]

WOTKS
the conrunitivs and invite retrinutinn from fanatie Hindu gangs. Notable

among them wero the transist xplesicn ip Dzlhi and cther parts
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+f North I~din th-t killed 42 poorle (May 1985), bemb explnsicon in Alr
India's Kaniskia killinas 329 pos. noors (Junc 1985), killings of 15 bus
n:sscnncrs in fuktsar, Faricket (July 1975), killing of

24 bus pass.ngors ot Khugn, Hoskiarpur (November 1986) attack on resident=
ial lecmlitice F =guth Dulhi killirg 14 noeple (July 19€7), killings of
I8 bus pass.nears in Fatehabad, Hissart (July 1987), ard killings of 11

nersons in south Delhi longality of Chittoranjan perk (October 1987).

Most of the killings ~utsice Punjab invclve hindus. But inside Punjab

o fepir rumbcr of Sikhs hove F2ll.on victim of comnural terrorists. In the
pericd 1983=87 ut of the estim-t d 1690 killinns by terrcrists no less
than 650 nucoplc belonging to Sikh comrmunity (2lmost 40%) have been
killed. In rocent times activists ~f luft and democrotic ferces, who

are actively engaged in mobilising tw mrsses against communelism and

rrorism, havc bec:omg the choosen taraeots of cecmmunal terror ond reporte-

I

dly 40 ~etivists Rove boon ki'ld.
Y



The fact that of late such largc number of victims have been perscns beloe-
nging to l:ft and demccratic forces is ofccurse related to the step up in
the crgrnised demccratic protest ~gainst torrerism in Pun jab.

Torrerist killinos in Puninb

1983 54
19€4 275
19E5 165
1986 5270
1987 (uptc October) 636

Source : Various Home Ministry Statements to the parliament,

The resistoance offercd by 1:ft and dem~cratic forecs to terrorism is a
saga that remnins unacknnwledch by ﬁ:ﬁnle cutside Punjab. While for the
national media hercism nf left and democraotic forces doesnot provide good
copy, the stats controlled media hent upcn legitimising the lawe-and=order
approach of the governmcnt and in oarder t» “:cilitatc passaqe of draconian
measures has no interest in communictting rews about popular resistance.
Significantly it is the counter=terrcr of hindu fanatics which has been
received well by Media. Nuocdless to ~=d tnis communsl twist suits per=
fectly Khalistenis, The democreatic movement anainst terrrrism started in
garly 1984, Al houah fFrom ihe tim tret Shindranw:le led group sstablished
th:mselves in Punjab, symbclised in thoir capture of Rkal Takht,
communists belonging to ¢iivorsnt partics were made torgets of their
attack ~nd campaiagn, Indecd communists were pioclaimed by AISSE 2s their
maor enemy, The murders of Sumect Sinmh editor »f celebrated left

journal Prcet Lari on February 22, 1964 rsr open condemanation of terror=-

ists and of Sukhraj Khadder rditor of Chinmgari on April 17, 1984 for his
writings against Sikh fundamentzlism testifics to that., Both lived and
worked in zrcas deminntod by terrorists; The former in Amirtsar 2nd
létter in Gurdaspur cistricts rospeetivelv. But a step up in confrontate-
iocn bgtwcen left and tarrorists became in.vitble when the CPI initiated

a mass contnct campaign s~an after tro ossasinaticon of Indira Gandhi and
the anti=Sikh crrnane all ocvor Mortn Indis in Nevember 1984, Earlier

CP1 had cracnis:d marches ond dironstroticons in twe drzen toens cleose to

the border district: of Funjah. HBubt ‘ho mass cortact programme reached
9
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Sabha on July 21, 1987 pcints this. Ir Amritsar district the AwWU
demanded and suecceded in chtainine higher wonts in kind for agricultural
workers despite the threat of landlords ar rich persants supcorted by
AISSF. The killima nf Brlacv Singh iamp on Sontomber 26, 1386 also
illustratss th~t ¢ rrorists foor c¢omcecrntic farces since nt the grasse=roct
level they along are inm a positicn to challena - tho terrorists, Mann was
a lender of Kirti Kis~m Unicm, = noasant grgonisation of CPI(ML) C P

Reddy gr. up o~nd activ. in Amrits=r nr urdespur districts. Thzy have
been agitating For r:imoneor-otive prices fer crops, TonuUctiad f electricity
rates; ond exempticn of loen repoyn mte § p r paoo nts. The sncial
base of KKU being the jat sixh, middl: = ' r ntry, the KKU ccmes
in direct conflict with Khalistani torr rie phich ronard this base of
KKU as ~n encracchment intc their cwn supc.rt b s., Tho killing of
Darshan Singh Can=adinan » pgas~nt "ro~ni n Amristsar district further
lends rt tc the hastility of terrorists tco resistence zffered by
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alone. Scveral individunls (Playwritors, jcurn-lists) ~ne democratic

“o

right ~ctivists such as belenging tc AFDR etc toc have suffered ad the

hands of terrurists for darirg to agpisc them, The killing «f the son

¢f Jivan Sinoh mrananag:? o Anrdli o001 (L) lerder -n May 8, 1987 was the

price ha pnid for cppusing ermmunal torr rists since 1575, Toe mir-culous

-
cr

survivel of Harjit Singr sl on 2 merber AFDR in Mrorech 1987 does no
detract from the fact that the torrorists hae teken Rim far doad when they
threw him inte the conal, His crimc wos “« npenly condoemn terrorists in
the hostel of Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar, » pl-ce whzre AISSF
hclds its meetings.Butthccnse of N-zip Sings o 56 yoor 0ld comrode is
typical of the rnle of individunls 2r parties belunging to the left -nd
democratic forces in Punjab. Nazir Singh i. 2 leading member of the CPI
in the terrcrist infested shahkot arec- berdering the notoricus "mang®
tract. CIP anncunced holcding 2 r~lly-cum=dram= in Tolwani Sanagher=~,

This hapcers to he the villege of zne Dhir~ wh® burnt sm=1l cigarette
shops ~nd barber shops 2s part =of the AISSF's "Sacial reform® move in

April=M-ay, He had jumped bnil “nf naw he thre~terod Nrzir Singh with dire

consequence waroe this roily held,

Cn October 10 wnen t%: » 1ly voqan Lhirn ard his gang tried to disrupt
the meeting but were made to retrsnt under public nressurc. During a
break in the rally Nazir singh waos cn1l:¢ cut o he-r A complaint From

2 villagrr ~nd attack:zd by Chirn's ¢ ona. Nazir - 66 yaor ~ld man took cut

his revaolver anc fire. -t them wruncine on terrorist while ¢ ther ran

away. When Nazir Singh infrrmec the l1-c~) =~lico he urs first advised to
offer the femily of ths wended pors-nor iy ~ne scttle the issua, Refusing
to do this Nrzir was first throntenes by Si then charaed under sec 307

IPC 2nd arrosted. Interestingly imspite © DSP's indictmant of local
pelice it was oanly when "po-ge nAad development committec™ of Jalandhar

withdrawn. Howevor Dhire and

9]
1
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srqaniscd public meeting tr-t th

nis a-nqg rem=~in 2t large with no ¢ s ~a-inst them,



STATE TERRORISM
¥ 7/

In Punjab the rulina ;arty at tne centre set.s to be operating from

two diverse concsidczr:iiiors; ircreasing public preéessure resclve the

problem and jits Own ¢lexsrol consideratior., The protlen comrmunal
iz to gather Hindy cutes while it nas also led to

terrorism his enciie @ L%
promugulaticn =1 nla k la's appllicanler not only in Purjab tut also in
rest of “he couniry oF e s cer e anti-Terrcrist 'y, over* 2000

persons who iave nething L0 io rith Funjap: proolem were arrested in

Andhra Predesh, Gujrat, " l.orastri, ong ¥ar 1

sel€ ahout 4720 peonle were crresued-in the period 198t

indiscriminate now:.rs giver o tha police and pera milatury forces have
njac, .hus CRPF

, 1982 led to

only led to excesses that +lier.ted che veople of ounj
atrocities in village ?r:hmarura, Anristar, ir Decerxber

mass protest forcing the government te apologise to the people.
imilarly the excesses cn ine drivers and cundustors ci Punjab road
Transport Corporatior :t sherowall Gatoe, Amritsar, in July, 1927 led to

flash strike ir tre entire rcelicn.

The more serious cconcarr ci all politiczl partics and derocritic groups
in punjaly in recent Bimds 15 “he incroasing nurser of parsons cetting
killed in fals? ancountaers,  ALCL the noLamee ipevurc . of these dis-
puted encountars wer:: tne w211in of rentally retari.l peLatd vy CRPF

in Sohcl, amritsar (Mey, 1988), killing. 7. 2 local youth Sukhvinder

singh, by CRPF, in Kheati, Amritosar (Nove..oer, 1986), killing >f a local

youth by CRPF in Marrnu, Arrizs » (Sune, > .7), xilling of ¢ village

Muridya ®atws 3Angh T vidle. @ A T0RGa corrissar, kXillin: of & local
panthi Bdofell (LG AE wa8PLL. ax (iLoth, Sapteaber, 1907) and xilling of
Bzldev JTinmn o Lasant rocorninee fves nis fields ty CHPF In ahurnagar,

Amritsar (Oct-ber,1987)] £3 2k e Hevan Rishos Lrg:nisaticn, led by
Justice M., 21ins releeasnl In ceptemni2. A renort of its irnvestigation

into tme 24 cage:s o of willin. Cf sppsle 13 false ergpunters Lb amritcsar

1 o s
iistrict lone, 50 4.8 foLs oaaverninnt nas admitoed conly twe caises, that
of Zoras Sirgh in Charond: 0@ 1dov Singh in Lohurnager, In addition

3
the Punjab Police Chini «lgo st.tod thiat 12 instanccee of Innocunt
DCYr 50nS villed =were brouck: o +his rpollice this yenr (Indian EXuress,

4, Beptember,l1987). In lust LhYoo ¥w.ars Qs eastimates tos-l of 427

coereas @ droame icilly after
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LEFT AND DENOCRATIC PEOPLE KILLED BY THE TERRORISTS

1, 18, Febraury Sarabjit attery, CPI, 2adian, Gurdaspur.

2, 22, February; Sumecst Singh Shammni,Editor, Prcet Lari Village
Lopoke.

3. 13, April;-:Sukhrej Kheddar, itor, Chingari.

a
4. 23, Jay; hrardkhir Singh, CPI, Village Raoke Kal:m, Faridkot.

1985:
5. 14, January; M.u Nshal 3ing:, CPI, Villzge Koer Singhwala,
Bhatinda,

6. 14, January; itethi Ram, CPI, Villige Dalam,

1986:

3, “arch; Jagir Singh, CPI, rioga.

8. 27, Varch; Arjan Sirgh t.istana and Kanwaljit Singh, CPI, Vvillage
hariala, Amritsar.

9. april, 17;.Baldzv R=zj, CPI, Village Talwandi Dbasaundha Singh,
Amrits~r,

10, July, 2, Ajit Ram
Fatehabad, Anrit

, +~a2lae and C ukhtiar Singh, Village

S'r-
11, Anuust, 11; Fzur.swarth Ram, #ibi Guro, wsabu Ram, CPI, Vvillage
Bua Mangli, Amritsar.
12. Septe .L_r, 4; Surirnder Pal, CPI, Village Checma Basti,Amritsar.

ey

13, September, 19:; vr, Avatar Singh, CPI (M),
14, Senterber, 25; taldov Singh ' nn, CPI, (M-L) KukranwalaAmritsar,
15, Septevber, 25, Durshanrn Singh Cunadian, CPI, Village Mahilpur

1987:
16, Febru:ry, 3; Shyam Lal,CPI,XKocr singhwala, Village Bhatinda,
)

17, February, 1%, CThannan Singh oheot,CPIfM), Village Pheot Kalan,

18, February, 20; HMukunchand Gulshan, CPI(M), Hosiurpur
19, hray, 2; Baluaint Sinch, Cri(i.-l), #ala afghana, Gurdaspur

(@)

SR
|l .
L)
o

) ¢

Yo 193 D¢k shawan, CPI(4), village Sanghe, Amritsar

e, 29; L .lincer Humar Lah, Revolutionary Conter, Village

-
~ -
£

(A
[ 28]

ngh, his two sons, dauchter, bodyguard
p31 Singh, CFI Chugurv*n Faridkot.
Upral, CFPI (h) Viilage- Uppal,Amritsar.

u
uiv, 18; Sukhindcr 5
nd a symphethiser Har
uly, 19; Gurnam Sing

n
r

une, 29; Lnl Ir der Singh, €I, Chugawan, Faridkot,
1

[\
*
GG g

24,

25, July, 21, Gurdial Singh, CPI(ii), Village=-Mathada Kalan
Jzlliandhar.,

26, July, 21; Swaran Singh Sohal and family Viliage, Sohal
Amritscr, (CPI)

27, August, 6, Laram Chand, .cerankot, CPI, Village Pringri
Amritsar,
28, August, §€; Dalbir Singh Maboke, CPI, Villasz Bhamber.

29. August, 26; Mehindor Pal, CPI(l), Village Mudh, Jallandhar
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