THE TRENS=Y..'UNZ CARNAGE ¢ A RI

On the morning cf 31st October, 1984, Indira Gandhi was gunned
down by a couple of Sikh assasirs insnired by extremist feelings.
By the time night shrcuded Delhi's Trans-Yamuna area, a large
group of thugs and hocdlums, mostly under the kanner of convenience
of the Congress (I), had got tog=ther in tneir respective locali-
ties to prepare for cx-raxb,ng grisly rm+'*butlon from the Sikh
populace thnat 1i/<3d on the left pank of tre river. From 1lst to
3rd November 3co2d of trcusands oF in.acents smeared the dirty,
dusty - rcads acrcse the Yamuna ard the air was filled with
agonised cries, with the sickly sweet s+tench c¢f burning human
flesh and the dust throewn up by Sikhs who ran helter skelter from
mobs that came tc kill, burn, lcot and cestroy. In the mornings,
vultures had field dojc.

This is not a report c¢f what haprened over the entire trans-Yamuna
area. Ncr has it besen written by & jcocurnalist. It is simply a
record of the mayhem anc carnage experienced &nd suffered by no
less than 3,50C human keings who escared from the horrors of their
locality to take shelter in an entirely arolitical Sikh Ashram from
the evening cf 3rd November. More than two score volunteers of

the Nagarik Ekta Manch have worked with these peornle in the Ashram
for nearly a fcrtnight and they have both felt and seen the

herror, the emnptiness, the terror and the tragedy of death on the
faces of thcse who took refuge. To keep such an experience within
oneself and not tc share it with many others who have not been
exposed to it would be tantamount to a criminal supression of facts.
A ver large and disturbingly vocal cross-section of pecple in Delhi
and, indeed elsewhere, have described the violence as a natural
upshot of what has happened in the Punjab in the last couple of
years; the general sentiment seems to be that the Sikhs have gct
their 'ccme=-urnance' and is violence unnatural when crackers

are burst and sweets distributed at the death of the Prime
Minister? If such things were done, thev were acts of gross
vulgarity but _f one were to burn people for vulgarity, one doubts

how man, =f :s iIa Irdia cculd rercin alive. No act of wvulgarity
and no cTOJﬁ* T Tartzarism in *he Punja» can justify a sixty year
old, god fcari g man inte a blezing humran torc It matters

little whether the killed, the burned, tha \Laten tc death wore
their hair or chort; vhether they kept beards or were clean shaven;
whether they vorshipped in temples ©r in gurudwaras. They were
simply pecple, innocen: peopl2, whose hcouces were looted, vandalised
and put tc flames, 'those menfolk were humiliated and then burnt
alive anc¢ whc-e womerfolk were either raned or thrown to the streets
by mobs that had 'ong since lost their lzst semda-nce of minimal
sanity. This is a story of these people.

HOW IT ALL STARTED

Nanaksar Ashram i: a sleepy idyllic little place a furlong away from
the Wazirabad Wier that crosses the Yamuna a little ahead of the
Timarpur bypass, some 5=€ kilometres north of the Inter-State Bus
Terminus. Shrouded by eucalyptus trees and well off the main road,
a3 visitor could easily pass the ashrem by. In normal circumstances,
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the ashram caters to purely spirituel n=eds - kirtans, paths
and discussions ¢n the Hely Scripture; it chose to remain
sway from rolitics to the extent that newspapers were (and
are still) not allowed in the premises., From the evening

cf 3rd November, l¢84, it got transformed intc a massive
refugee camp. °"nte _ts compeund fiowed Sikh refugees from
Nand !lagari, Yaruna Vihar, Dhajanpura, #hajori Cﬁlon*, Gamri,
Maujpur and varts of Ghonds - pecule who fled for their lives
leaving behind their ng znd their burnt out

hcuses. Volunteer:- frg: < Nagar Exta Manch managed to
pliece togetner informztion f£rom nc lezsz than 2,000 of the
3,500 refugees tc reconstruct the story cof the violence
that erupted in these areas “rom Lhe night of 31st October.

matcrnes with the

It is now beycnd a trace of donbt -
n camps that much of

e o For 4
reports from all other trans-Yamuna relie
the viclence &nd hevec wreaked upon the Sikh populace residing
acrocs the river was pre-=planned and rre-meditated. This is
nct to deny ﬁheeﬂement of speontanisty. What needs to be
stressed from the very outset is that the violence was much
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less spontaneous and a great deal more preplanned than what
most pe:ple believe. To say that =re mayhem in the trans-
Yamuna @rea was entirely the handiwcrk of lumpen elements -
who had spontanecusly ignited at the news of Mrs. Gandhi's

murder - is a violent and callous transgressign of truth. And
the persistence of such untruths will only aid in shielding
the real culprits and butchers from the eves of law.

As mentioned earlier, this is a reconstruction frcm the
evidence d people whe lived in only a tiny segment cf the
entire trans-Yamuna azrea. Though the story is gpecific to
Bhajanpura, vand Nagari, Gamri, Khajori Cclony, Maujpur and
Yamuna Vihar, theve arc commonalities with other parts of
trans-Yamuna as well. What happered was, mcre or less, as

s
0llows:

lw B 3lct vening, 1¢:al level mohalla leaders = almost
universza._y Cecngress (I) gua-hoodlums - called meetings
in thelr respective arcas to chalk out plans for
extracting vengeance from the follcwing morning. In
the Khajori-bhajanpura (C Block) Gamri area (a geogr-
phically contigous belt) the masteritind was one Kadam
Sing~, & Gujjar hy caste, who is the Chairman of the
Krajo ”i_lagf Panchavat and very much a Congress(I)

roughnecks. ccording to several acccunts, all painsta-
kingly r:rrcﬂordtgd anc¢ cross-checked by the Nagarik

Pkta Manch, Kadam Singh called a meeting in Khajori
Jillage on 31st night. Here he made groups of 10 or
more pecple each for supervising destruction that was
clanred for during the following days. The focus is

on Kadam Singh not for the want of cother names but
because his actions typify the role of local level,
pclitically atfliated thugs in period 31st Octobegto
Noevember 3ré. M
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L ing 1 ailded oty his son Ajit

' and onec of his hc“chmcn, Jai Singh

en pveratcr who has a shop in the

=n exhaustive list of local

were ¢ulld out for the arson, looting
d from mid-morning of November 1st,

t mazkinc, these three were akly

ngh, the y!lf@““l of Bhajanpura's

who brouvght out his school

houschelds.
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refucces in Nanaksar in parti-
typus 0f people in identifying
sing hoodlums fcr mayhem and
stands out very sharply. These
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a) Lecal lovel Congress (I) politicians and hoodlums
at different hicrarcnical levels. Among these were

1. Kadam Singh, resident of Khajori village
2. Ajit, rationwalla, son of Kadam Singh
3. Jai Singh, kecrosene depot operator of the
Khajori Colony market
4. Girish, kercsenc depot operator in Gamri
5. Kuldcep, kerosene depot operator in Jagjit Ngr.
€. Sajan Singh, kcrosene devot operator from A
Blcock, Gamri
7. Ject Singh, a Gujjar, owner of Jeet Property
Dcalers ncar the Bhajanpura main bus stop.
8. The owncr of Jain Sringar Sadan, aged 40-45
2 closc associate of Kadam Singh
9. l'unshi, age 60C-65 years, Congress (I) locality
leader in Usmanpur.
10. Babulal Sharra, Congress (I) hcodlum residing
in Ghonda coleony

11. ‘'Tau' a Gujjar milkman cum wcneylender and
asscciate of Kadam ulﬂgh, ~oe €60=65 ycars,
congoress (I) atfliation and residing in A 48
i“haiori Colony

12. iraemchend (s/0 Kunwar Sain) age 20-22 years

t Gall no. 4, Vijay Park, Maujpur.
13. £inghal, age 45-50 ycars, of Gali no. 13,
C Block Bhajanpursa

14, Shyamlal Yadav, ox pfliCL officer now of the
Congress (I) and dcaler in opium and hasish
s:dcat of Khajori Colony
i ot R;J ir Singh, Congress (I) sympathies, follower
of Kadam Singh, Principal of Jan Kalyan Vidyalaya
Bha janoum,

....4.



-l

P 4

Raticn shcp and kexsene depot owners as identifiers.

Scme of the nares are given in 2 and 6 above. These
reople have invariably been members of the same party
or clcsely linked to local Congress (I) politicians
accorcdiny to the wvictims from the same area.,

Kercsune LCt cpecratcors as suppliers of fuel for arson.
It is Sevord a trace of doubt that kercsene depot
operators were the dominant supnliers of fuel for the
subsequent burning of hum\s and people. Several sources,
jeintly and individually, have pointed tc Jai Singh,
Girish, Xuldecpn 2ané Sajan 3ingh of 3 to 6 above as the

ones who sup~ii>d kercsene by the bucketful on the 1st
and 2nd of Ncocvember. Furtier it was strongly alleged
that Jail Singh, under crdécrs cf Xadam ®ingh, also

pplied phosphorus (safed cheez) in the buckets of
keroscne to aid the process of arson. There are very
good reasons for believing that phosphorus was supplied.
None of the witnesses spoke of =he safed ch:ez being
nand held, everyone said that it was in kerosene
buckets and scen only when the kerosene was spilled on
to floors.

”
On the morning of 1st November, and in some areas, even
on 2nd November two people Kadam Singh and 'Tunda' Jain
thc owrer of Jain Srinagar Sadan which stands in the
Bhajenpura Main Market, went from door to door of Sikh
houscé in Khajori Celony, Gamri and Bhajanpura marking
them thus: X, S, X, (). In a manner reminescent of
Nazi Gcrmany, the houses were thereby marked for arson,
lcoting, and murder that focliowed within a couplc of
hours. Through the days of the 1st to the 3rd, kerosene
was only supn Lled dircctly ‘rom depots but Jai Singh,

Girisi, Kulde and Sajan Singh also went with mobs,
carrying i;rt »f kercsene in rickshaw carts. Who paid

for such & wide distribution of kcerpsene remains a question
for it is Cdifficult to beliwve that nrecious hoarded

stock would Lo eltruistically end frecely distributed

for arson. It is also worth nocting that the violence
occur-d on thz firs: .hrce days cof November - a time

en dencts are fully stocked up for distribution
dqring the first fortnight of the month.

Having creawn up the list and marked the houses, all that
was nceded to incite the mcb was to play upon Mrs.
Gandhi's assassination and soread rumours about wild
Sikh jubiliation. As far as it can be ascertained,

all reperts of the Sikhs in the particular area daneing
bhangras and distributing mithai were based on hearsay
evidence; even if scme of these reports have any
substance, they certainly cannot justify the horrible

and brutal carrnage that ensued. Another piece of news

...5.
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that was made nolitical capital of, and served to trigger
off the mob, was th. utterly insane statement made by the
head priest in Amritsar which was prominently displayed

in the newspapers. Kadam Singh certainly made fiery
sppeches cover loudsnpneakers and his final exhortation always
was 'Jaagte rano, Loctte ranc, rarte raho',

4. Vhat haprened tncorefter was sheer, unspeakable horror.
In a space of twe and a hal 2 ng the families
who took refuge in Nanaksar, 155 people .have been
slaughtered. Thuse numbers, which are but from a single
camp trat gave refuge tc @ small neighbouring populace,
make mockery of the Governnmont's estimates of the deaths
in tha capival. 45% of those killed were from Nand
Nageri, most of whom were from Rleck A/3 - the Punjabi
Mohalla anc 2iock E. Gamri and Fhajanpura - mostly C
Block - accounted for ancther 30%, The dead left behind
them 107 widecws, 72% from the ages 20-45 years. Not
surprisingly, Nand Nagari accounted for 40% of the
widows while Gamri and Bhajanpura claimed another 31%.

5. How did they die? The vast majority of them were
finally burnt but not, as a six year old girl by being
trapped in a blazing housc. They were first dragged
out, thcn beaten to an inch of their lives, their beard
and heir was shorn, they were rolled in gutters and
then, when almost unceonscious, cither thrown to the
flames or burnt by first dousing kersone and then
igniting limb by limb. All this was done in the presence
cf the womenfolk nd children under 10. When they
attenpted to rcscue their relatives, they were beaten.
Somc were raped. In atleast one instance, after killing
the murn, the mob gany raped a yound girl and then
stuck an iron rod up hir vagina. She is still under a
semi catatcnic trance.

6. Who ¥ill 4, burnt, rancd and looted? There werc many:
or.s 'L fctively aided killing by identifying or

X 1.¢ out cardar's Ycmes to the mok. Their names

nave alrcady been given., Cthers who thruw out Sikhs

who "id in thedir houses in terrcr. Two names stand

Th. Orfi~_r on Duty in “he Nand Nagari Police

Staticn, who at 2 p.m. on November 1, threw out

& widow znd her family wanting to scek shelter:

¢. Dharampal zge around 45, rcsident of 474/4 Vijay
Park, Gali no., 1 Maujpur who not only turned in a
Sikh family to the mob but also directed the mcb
to a nearby factory where three Sikh boys were
hiding. Two were burnt toc death.

....6.
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n alleged that Dr. Jag@ish Chander
Gupta, a den t practicing at Maujpur Chowk threw
out a Sikh familv to the mob, which resulted in the
killing %f the only ma ¢ adult., However this is
the only uncorrcborated report in this article.
Those who poerscnally looted, burnt and killed were
manifald. With the police being inactive to say
the leoash and active'y enthusiastically more cften
than not, the tcmptaticns of quenching cne's blood
lust and looting a TV to boot, were too grcat to
ignor:. The following names stand cut, for they
have keen menticned by scveral refugees jointly as
well as individually:
1, Banta, age 2 years, gencral crook and tumpen
element of Vijay Mohalla, Maujpur.
e hajan Lal and Lallu of Gali nc. 7, Brijpuri,
burnt the house of the Sikh resident of D 121
Gali nc. 7, Brijpuri
3. Bhism, age 24-25 ycars and Ajit Choudhury age
20-22 Congrees (I) youth lcaders who led mobs and
burnt houses
+ Chamanlal resident of Khajori Village, arsonist
in Khajori and Gamri

5. Bishamdhar Dayal, stays near the brick shop
in Gamri, scen thrashing Sikhs

6. Dharampal, menticned earlier, who other than
identifying and leading a mob tc thec factory
2lso participated in burning one cf the two
Sikh boys killed. Looted cxtensively:

7. J2ira Gujjar, prcbably the most vicious of the
killors. A general hoodlum of the Gamri, Bhajan-
pura and Khajori arca and a clase associate of
¥Kz=dam Singh, Lives in Gamri village in a house
in "ront ofa pond report dly always carrice a
revolver and works as a store keeper in the
Shandara Mental Hospit=l. Not only planned by
very acctively participated in the killings and
lootina in Gamri and .n C block Bhajanpura

8. Khemu CGujjar, resident of Gamri villace, looter
arid arsonist;

9. Gujjar Duocdhwalla, wno supnlied milk to Janata
Flat no. 1142 Nand Nagari and pcrsonally killed
ttie Sikh male in th: flat; the widow delivered
a ¢nild within a fcw hous of her husband's death
and did not lactate for s€@Verzl davs;

18. Parthu Gujjar, age 40-45 ycars, of Gamri village,
looter and killer

11, Jagci, of Gamri main markect, looter, killer and
arsconist;

12. Tunda Jain, mentioned carlicr, who in addition
to marking Sikh hous.s zlso aparticipatcd in arson

13. Jamadar, father and son, rcsident of a double
storicd housc in Gamri, (they recar pigs),

NS
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s in Gamri;

looters, killers and arscni
z a Gujjar who owns

cni

14, Kesar Singh, aliss Koeeri,
- buifaloes and a small dairy in Khajori
colony, looter, killer and arsonist

15. Laxman, aze 30=35 years, driver of a three
whecler and stays in tho house of Jeet
Sinnh Guijar, main rcad, Gamri who looted
znd Xilled.

l16. lMNannu, brickmakcr -nd scller, resident of
Gali no., 7, Khajori Colony, perscnally killed
the Sikh resident of 1031/251 Khajori Colony.

17. 2 nurse ané her twe nephews, of flat no, 1006,
Janata flats, Nand Nagari. She incited her
ncphews to kill the male resident of flat
1018 and looted the house with them:

18. ©Cm Prakash, labourer, resides in Gali no. 7,
Khajori Colony, killer

19. Parsuram, nephew of Kadam “ingh, arsonist

20. Purshottam and Rajinder, sons of Jamuna Devi
cf A 3/75 Nand Negari, Punjabi Mohalla. The sons
killed and burnt houses while the mother with
hcr daughters and “aughter in laws participated
in the loot:;

21. Rajinder Kumar, ace 21 student with Congress (I)
affliation, arsonist and seen burning wit
two Sikhs,

22. Ramcsh Mistry, D/1 Nand Nagari, Killer

23. Shyanal, A-3/23 Nard Nagari, killer

24, Ratan bingh, stays necar C 437 Bhajanpura, Gujjar
and DTC workers, looter, arsonist and killer

25. Ramesh Thakur, age 25-30 years, participated in
killing residents of E 335 Usmanpuri; earlier
te¢nant at that house,

It n:eds to bc stated that this is by no means an exha-
ustive list of thosc who lcocted, burnt houses 2nd killed
mcrely an indicative one that scratchcs the surface of
the violence. The list is corroboratcd and for most
pecplc, the Nagarik Ekta Manch have proper affidavits.
The names have not buen given for the sake of creating

an impact. Instead, the list has been partly revealed
out of a firm conviction that the State, if it is to
cxist at all, must bring such criminals and killers

to the courts of law. In this process, one must not

only indicate the magnitude of thc crime but the criminals
involved in such brutality. It needs to be stressed that
after the riots, most of us have lost faith in either the
ability or the desire of normal law enforcing authorities
to bring such people to the courts. Nevertheless, the
State is the only machinery that one can turn to if

cne does not want the country to indulge in a series of
personal vendetta,
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VHere wWor h. =olice? It is iy now clear to all

and sundry +hat thc police wore ncwhere to be scen
protecting poonle duriag these threce days.

True, the were instances to the contrary but they
wore corsmicucowvs in their raritve The goneral belief
is thoat oolice werc pacsive spectaturs and not active
riotecrs. YMothing c2n we¢ farther from the truth. 1In
+h firet “wsrtance, thoe rere act of policemen being

prosive spectators constitucies an active enough
cn~ouragument, The word tnat was sprecad throughout
t'and Nagari, Khajori, Bhajanpura, Gamri and Maujpur
was that the polie have given the mob a free hand - a
scriment that was rcal for the men in khaki were
indced absent. More scricusly, hewever, there are
atlcast five instanccs in the arca where police were
actively invelved either in inciting the mcb or in
the loot itself. Consider the fcllowing:

1. PRamesh, the officer of the Yamunapuri/Yamuna
Vvihar p.s. went to C Block, Yamuna Vihar at around
4 or 4.30 p,m. on lovember 2 and told the mob that
it had the rest of the evening and the night to
kill the rcemaining Sikhs:

2. The inspector of the Khajori police station who
told the mobs early morning on 3rd morning that they
had threce days to kill the Sikhs but had still not
complcted the job.

3, On 1st Ncvember, four policemen on duty in Gamri
told a large crowd at arcund 11 a.m. that they had
two davs to firnish all the Sikhs or else the Sikhs
would finish them,

4. When the army cntcred Vijay Park, Maujpur, locting
wds geoina on. In the mob, were three policemen
from the Scelampur police station.

5. ~n thc mcrning of 4th Novermber, Ashok (No. 404 E)

5% the Yanuna Vihar police station tcok a group

.- ILour thugs to 2 housc in Khajori colony. He broke

coen =he lock on thoe vnretext of scarching for weapons
nd then allcwed “hesc hoodlums to loot the house,

The above reconstruction points to several things.

First a level of planning that 7as much more detailed
than what pconlc have oricinally belicved.

Sccond thet the violcnce was not done entirely by
lumpen clements of the trans-Yamuna arca. Third, there
was a consicderable hend of neople affiliated to the
Congress (I), atleast at the local level.,

Fourth, thec caste group that preplanned, incited and
ofter participated in *“hc¢ violence in a manner bordering
cn the mcticulous werc the Gujjars, who have for long
been hostile to the Sikh populace.

Fifth, bccause the frontlincers were often the lumpens,
there is a2 great deal of raesentment about the bhangis.

ooo'go
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Sixth, vhile in mostcases rolce¢s chanaged - the informers
also looted and the lecoters alse killced - some managed
to orchestrate things from a2 distance, e.g Kadam Singh,
Munshi and Rejbit Singh.

And last but ot lcast the mastermindocf Nand Nagri,
Smt, Jumna Devi of A 3/75 Nand tagri ably assisted

by her scns Pushottam anéd Rajindere Finally the
availahlc <data on arson and loot are as follows:

136 (many do not

House completely or largely burnt
know yet)

.

Houscs lootcd : 166

THOSE Wi0O REMAIN = The Story in Nanaksar

At is pcakX, thcre were some 502 families that had taken
rcfuge in Nanaksar, which translatcs to roughly 3000-
3250 people. The volunteers of the Nagarik Ekta Manch
have watched with growing admiration how the Swamiji

of the Ashram, zlcngwith two pecple, Mr. Sharma and
Kanwalsahib, and pc-+haps threec dozen sevadars managed
enormous langars and allocated sleeping arca in a
magnificient manner. Aftocr exchanging notecs with other
camp ¢groups, it became clear that the Ashram had pro-
babkly the most e¢fficient internal crganisation to
distribute focd and shelter. If the Manch volunters
have succeeded to any extenf in Nanaksar, a very large
part of the credit gocs to the Ashram itself. Working
ther= has bcen and will continue to be a pleasure.

As anywhcere clse, the most pathetic and pressing cases
have been the 107 widcws. One has to only mcet
Harbans Kaur {(namc changed), whose husband and four
sons were killed, and sec¢ the tragedy etched along the
wriniles of her face. COr for that matter, two young

widcws, ot under 25, cach having a baby two weeks
old withoug single earner tc fced them. Or the
WOm. . Wiw Wac married four menths ago or the lady who
is hcavy with a child whio ill never see his or her

fath.r. Or Amarject (namc changed) a 15 year cld
girl who hes boen orphancd. One could give a list of
all the widows, and their details but that itself
would be a se¢parate e¢xercise, Two sets cf facts are
however cf nrime importance and must be shared with
the reader.

-First, the 107 widows have mcrely 33 income earning
supporters and against this, there are 207 dependents,
excluding the widows themselves., In other words,
€ach income earner must on an average support over
ten mouths., In normal times, it would have been 5
or less.

+e+10.
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-Seccnd That 77% cf these widows have no income
earners at all and have excluding themselves, 177
dependents., Thus without any steady source of
bncome thcy have to feed over three mouths on

an

These two facts are

average.

rth remembering from the point

cf viaw of lorng term rehabilitation, especially since
the amount given for death is paltry 10,000,
Durirg the first four days the Manch was in Nanaksar,

volunte.rs with the explicit permission of the Ashram
organised the fcllowing:

a)

b)

c)

d)

b)

Taking messages to bo sent to friends and relatives
the transmitting ‘'as done by the Manch's central
message grcup and they went through

Doing the missing person's lists for tracking down
€n a centraliscd as well as a decentralised basis,

Listing all familizs in a detailed format that was
continucusly updatcd as more people cntered er as
more information was available, 1In this, the
volunteers were helpdd by the card system introduced
by the Ashram, once the families were listed, this
was recorded on the cards.

After listing, the familics were asked to get
their clothes - according to family size and needs.
The clothese were distributed in a separate but
#lmost adjzcent area. 1In this, widows and children
undor 15, elderly women and men, mothers with babes
in arm got thrce times as much as others. However, all
m2lus got atleast two vtairs of trousers or pyjamas,
< pairs of shirts or kurtas, two pugrces, a sweater
r a coat while women got two pairs of salwar kameez
a siv 1 or sweater, Exchanges were freely done - as
they should be,

Once thc f.r clocthes subksided, the volunteers
started = new sct of work, which began around Saturday
or Sunday i.e2. 10th or 11th November. This
involved:

7]
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Filling R-1 forms, one per claim, rcgistering forms
thus filled, returning th: duplicate and

taking the original to the Shahdara Court for
registration. The Manch people were asked to help
the D.M's office in expediting the registration.
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c) Once they were registered, the re
ccllected and returnedtto the hea
entered,

d) Writing FIRs, registering them at the rcespective
pclice staticns, ccllecting and returning the receipts.

@) Writing R=2 lo~n forrs ftself an involved rrocess
whore people are asked to evaluate the value of plant
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chincry, land and building, stores, reserves
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In the meanwhile a (rcup of volunteers devoted themselves
exclusively to “he widows znd others who fcar tc return home
Oor nave no homes to return to. I think it can be said

that the voluntiers know every widow in Nanaksar by face

and by name. The relaticnship that has develred and will
continue tc grow with these utterly unfortunate people

is cnc in which we are, quite simply, friends, nciher

are the widows thought of as repositories of informetion

nor do they think that the Manch voluntecrs arehere to glean
data ocut of them. In the course of the second vieek,

in depth discussions have becen carried cut with each such
person, typicelly by a perscon that the individual widew is
more fond of, to assess their skills, the kind of work
-they cculd possibly do, whether they want to return home

or go clsewhere ond in general, the kind of help they nced
Other than friendship. Similar discussions have and are
teing dome with cthers whose houses have been qutted

or wvhe do net have a place to return to.

Frcm rricay, 16th Novenber, twc noew sets of work
presented themselves,

a) Goverrment officials hase started arriving with the
chuques and while the nunber of cheques distributed
as 0f 20th Novermiur is less than 150- the procedures
necced balores a person con get th:cheque are rany -

wnich necced voluntesrs. Simultancously a group of
workers hid to kecp con commuting botween the Shahdara
Court and Nanaksar assessing the number of cheques
prepared and forms verified,

b) c¢ing tc the ureas znd finding cut the state of
the Mchallas, the local tensions, whether pecple can
bc sent tack, the extent of des*ruction and assessing
now many cheques have becn distributed in the arcas
thoemsclves, As a matter of fact, hardly any cheques
nave been dibursed in the arcas, simply because most
cl-imants who passcd the verification,those whose
hcuscs were gutted, who were injured and whose family
members were killed - have not returncd to their
lozalities,

0.-.13.
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From the sccond weekK, two other things have been

ecatincusly carried out,

2) Doing 2 deteilcd list of miscreants, some of
whom b ave beer mencioned here,

b) Writing affigavits to be uscd in courts, an act
that reguirced = great doal of delivate handling
Tut with the 7irowing confidence of the people
abcut the Manch's bonafides, scveral have been
cellected,

cus haw shifted from
gﬂ voluntceers are always
licf work.

nird woek,; ¢ £
# to repsbilitation, t
handle aspects of

J~‘|
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CHCSE WiHO REMAIN - The Prob=lem of Rehabilitation

Compared to rehabilitation, the prcbelem of relief pales
into ifnsignificence. There is the problém of fear,

the proklem cf appchension, the problem of memories,

the problem of nowhere to go and no income to earn.

The magnitude of the vroblem comes out in a single
incident that occured 4during the week starting Monday,
November 5th. A young widow sneaked out of the

¢camp and went to tte Yamuna and attempted to commit
suicide by drowning. That is essentially the mind

that has tc be zided in rehabilitation,

s cgin with, almest cvery single widow refuses to
return, and vety Justiria;lg sC, This Aces not mean
=iat most ~f thom want o go to the Punjabi  Many have
E in Delhi for j ars on vnd and do not have

GiE =n h family ti_: or relations on whom they can
A mpositions irn th: Punjab. Widows are not the
On.LT nes .eluctant to return to their areas. Those

oo ouses were gutted and saw the worst horrors of

mio “renzy have no desire to relive them in their
lrcalities., In ¥h:-jori and in Gamri as well as C Bléck
Shajanpura, peuple fear Kadam Singh, Jaina Gujjar, Kesri
«2:3i, Tunda Jain, Khemu Gujjar and Ratan Singh, and
wish to have no truck with them. In Nand Nagari,

ne onc has returned to A 3 Punjabi Mohalla as of 19th
llovember because, in aine cases cut of ten, the houses
taat remain are mercly burnt out facades,

/ant to return, where do they go to?

It 1s clear that th: amount disbursed by the Government
can help in no way at all, For instance, if a person
nas escaped death and his house has been tctally

burnt, but with the rcof not having caved in, all that
he gets is Bs. 5,000 on State account. Even if he wants
to return, this wourld not suffice for even wiring,
clecaning and re-plastering the house. This is an

..l'ls'



S vinerc ¢ rcelicf funis crganiscd by the newspavers
cther private ﬂ""*f.: can play a major role, he
lowing suggestions might be of help:

The March olus cther voluntary agencics make a
cons-~licated list 2f those who do not want to
return. Such lists are now available in many

cames 23 well 28 f£or areas where no relief centres
¢Xist., In preparing these lists, pcople should

bc asxked whether they have a specifie area
preferznce and more _moortantly whether groups

or them want tc live together in, say, a block of
flats cr houscs. Thé latter point has its

“ozlcr ¢ ghettcising pcople cxposes them to,
hoavens s forbid, pcssible future traumas and, at
first sight, the idca of widows being given flats
in the middle cf nowhere scems rather inhuman,
The peint is trhat a decision on this should be
taken quickly and jointly. Here it would be
prceferable if a common decision is taken under the
aegis ¢f the Manch, not fcr any other rcason but
becausc it has in its fold the largest numbcer of
velunteers with the widcst cross scction of
c¢pinions 2nd politics.

With this list which really ought to be with the
Manch by the ¢nd of November, mecetings can be had
with the Delhi Devclopment Authority or similar

bodics for immediate allocation of plots of land.

In the mecanwhile, architects « even students of the
Schocl of Planning and Architecture = bec requested
te dosign low cost houses nct very diffcerent from
the on. s where the familics lived and were used to,
Tha rulief funds of these ﬁriv; € agcncics can then
e ptilis tc bui’d thcse houscs. Pressure may

be put en tho Government t' surrly cement and stel

C «r levy races. Individual cement
2y be =awnnroached for donation in kind.

-
compani.s

3
t

ThosC wne want te rcturn tc their mohallas need to
oc treated very diffcruntly as far as housing goes,
Estirntes have ¢ quickly be made « and this can be
dcnc by the ¢nd of Noverber cr the first week of
December of thoe extent of demage and rebuilding
costs., The money so sancticned can be used
straighaway; if n.cd be, the rebuilding can be
suplrvfugd arca wise by the volunteecrs of the

Manch, 1f only to prevent contractors from fleecing

the onus returning heme.
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Obvicusly the mcre scrious problem is with the widows.
In fact thcre would be two main problems, those of
insccurity and income. Taking the second problem

! clear that with thc pittance that they have
gct as che nrice of life and livelihcod lost, the money
will peter out in no time., As we have mentioned carlier,
according to th: N-azke-r (xperience alone, 77% of the

i 'S have no carning memiters lcft and have to feed,

cn an avcrage, some thruc moutns. In many places, the
widows have indiceted spucial skills, particulrly
sewirg 2ud knitting. 1I< vonld be a good idea if the
aid agencics and banks give lcans at very concessional
terms to set p such cooperativis - according to charters
determined by the widows <homrselves - to purchase
equipment. Thercattuer citlier che Delhi Administration
Oor tre Government can supnly them raw matcrial and take
the finished product, made according to market
spccificactions, for which they be given conversion
paymcnts. The goods can be sold in Government emporia
or thrcugh other marketing cutlcts.

ol ] il S
first, it s

As far as thc wise, ovarwhelming problem of insecurity
is conccrned, the answer is both simply ~nd complec,
There can be no viable macro scluticns to this problem,
What it needs is a moral commitment of every single
cne cf us who have worked with thc Manch or othcrwise
to take the responsibility of 4 to 5 such widowed
familics for atleast the next half a decade. We will have
tC spend some part of our time per week with them
whercever they are in Delhi and help them whenever they
nced assistance. This might mean getting them ration
cards, arranging for cdeath certificates, hc¢lping them
te muve in, helping the children with their homework,
¢tting the agud one Xeros.one, gekting pecople jobs,
21sing with mohalla poeunle cn their behalf, gecing to
:ir festivales, inviting them over for ours, ~rranging
toer's wedding, advising them on financial
t
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l aughing with them, crying with them,drinking

cm, oslaying with cheir kids, sharing our lives

M CC a nolnt when they sce us coming down the

crooked lanc they know that here is a friend. Withoug
hobilil aticn Is werd for drawing room conversation.
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NAGHLRIK EKTZ. MZNCH
VOLUNTERRS FRCM THE NANAKSAR ASHRAM
November 20, 1984

We onec again nced to acknowlcdge the Swamiji c¢f Nanaksar
Ashram, Mr. Sharma, Kanwalsahab, thc Sevadars and others who
have helped in a thousand diff.rert Ways,

.00015.



Also our thanks to th. officers of the Punj~b and 8ind
Bank who have ceme cut of their way tc make accocunts for
several widews in the Ashram itsclf - whieh has saved
themn rzat dcal c¢f hardship.

Without the Acducsted werk of the P
Mother Turesa, Vidys Jycti, some D
Schocl ¢f Sceial virok gréups; doct
Institutie =né elscwhero, the immed
nct have boeon pessible.

ELCE vcluntcers of
lhi University and
rs from the All India
ate relicf woerk would



TABLE 3 : WIDOWC = NO. CF SUDFORTERS VERSUS NO, OF DEPENDENTS
AREA,LOCALITY TDCHS SUPPORTERS DEPENDENTS 2+3+4
1 2 3 4

Nanc Nag-vi .
Jagiit Neg~®r S
Gamri Z
Khaijor:l 4
Bhajanpucr L
hshok Nage c
Yamunnt Vilier 6
Sundzr Nagesi Z
Vijay Parck, Maujpur?
Misccllanocus £

2 ] OrvN M

b !

77
20
43

5
19
12
10

-

2
13

TO0TAL 107 33 207 10.5
NCTE: The last column gives the ratic of number of mouths
to fced ir an area tc the number of potentially income
@arning people.
ABLE 4 : WIDOWS - THGSE WHO HAVE NO ONE FOR SUPPORT AND HAVE
MOUTHS TO FEED .
AREA, LOCALITY WIDCWS WITHOUT DEPINDENTS MOUTHS
EZRNERS WIDOWS w/0 EARN
Nand Nag~ri 2(74%) 64 3.6
Jagjit Nay~r 7(88%) 18 346
Gam=-i 20121%; 43 3-2
Khajori 3(75%) 5 2a 7
Ashck Nagar 311G0%) 2.1 4.7
hajanpur: 40 36%, 8 3.0
famu~a Vihar Hi( B3N 10 3.9
Sungat ¥ gt 2( . 00%; 7 4.5
Vl_]c Park Maujnu 11950 2 3.0
M "SC\ 1l ane ':;'- e _:5-:\’3%) q 2.8
0 0 i 7 O 22(77%) JeET 3.2
NOTE: Thc last column givas he number <f mouths each widow
would have tc foeid onn an average, without having any
incor'e carning capabilities.



APPENDIX

CATA ON REFUGEES AND WIDCHWS OF "NANAKSAR ASHRAM
COLLECTED BY THE NAGARIK EKTA MANCH

ToBLE 1 : AGE WISE DISTRIBUTION OF WIDOWS(IN %)
| a6E croup PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTICN

15-~20 0.50
20=25 17.00
25=30 16.00
30<35 15,00
35=40 11,00
40-45 3.00
45=50 8.00
50-5& 7.00
55-60 175
60=-€5 5.00
65=70 15735
70 + 4.00

TOTAL _ 107(100,00%)

<

T2BLE 2 : WIDOWS = WHERE THEY CAME FROM

«.RE/, LOCALITY PERCENTZ.GE DISTRIEBUTION

Nand Nggari 40,0
Gamri 21,0
Bhajanpura

Jacgjit Nagar
Y=muna Vihar
Khajord

Ashe 'k Nagar

Surdar MNagari

Vijay Park, Maujpur

Miscecllar zcus

—
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TOTAL 107(1C0%)




	page 01.tif
	page 02.tif
	page 03.tif
	page 04.tif
	page 05.tif
	page 06.tif
	page 07.tif
	page 08.tif
	page 09.tif
	page 10.tif
	page 11.tif
	page 12.tif
	page 13.tif
	page 14.tif
	page 15.tif
	page 16.tif
	page 17.tif
	page 18.tif

