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ALIGARH RIOT, 5 OCTOstR_1978

by
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&
Sumanta Banerjee®

“The recent cemmunal disturbances in aligarh were
caused by a series of tension-ridden events which
were allowed to develop from June this year, by
both the local Janata Party leaders and the C{ity
Administration., It reached the tragic climax on
October 5, v978, when Hindu communalists ran
berserk aguynst poor Muslims, The Provincial
armecd Constubulary of Uttar Frades'h: echoed the
same Hindu communal sentiments by shooting down
ancd killing innocent and unarmecd Muslims."

This 1s what we guthecred from our on-the-spot study fn aligarh
on October 21 and 22 and after interviewing a cross section of
people {n both the affected and unaffected arcas, (including both
btased and unbiased Hindus &nd Muslims as well as leaders of
various polfitical purtics ranging from the Congress(1) to the
erstuhile.Jana Sangh/RSS of the Janata Farty.

Even after two weeks of the major events we felt that the
situation wis still tense¢e, This s buc.use the Adisturbances of
October 5 were not an isolated «nd spontaneous cxpression of
communal hutred among the common people, but because the ceuses
that led to the riot are sti{ll very much there and are likely to
be exploited by the vested political intcrests in the near future,

The immuedicte cause thet sparked off the 2ncicdents of October 5
was the ceath of o Hindu wrestler, Suresh alias Bhorey, from stab
wouncs. bBhorey's dying statement alleged that the assault has
been {nflicted by five people. according to Mr, Krishna Kumar
'Naveman', Presicdent of the aligarh Janata Party and crstwhile
Jana Sangh lcader, Bhorey could icdentify three of the five assai-
lants all of whom were Muslims, But the statements recorcded by
us from other political figures and social workers suggest that
both sices comprised of mere gangsters and rough-necks drawn from
both Hincus ancd Muslims. about Bhorey, vveryone with whom we
talked agreed that he was a4 notorious anti-social element. This
i{s what Mr, Navaman hus to say about Bhorey: "Bhorey belonged to
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the Cang(I) and quring the emergency his geng of criminals camse

to be known »s the "golden gang." Though this wns corroborated hy
Mr. Igtal A,Ansari, of the Enrlish Dopertment of Aligerh Muslim
University end lesder of the People!s Union for Civil Libertien,
Aligerh Unit, he rdded: "With the advent of the Jenata Party, Pherey
chenged his loyalties and beesme n gtonge of the Jenatn, as 18 eammen
with such unmier-world elements,”

de found Bhorey's deeth was not e sequel to the fight over e
wreotling cormpetition on September 12 et e Mela five miles away from
Aligarh a3 wes reported by the Delhi_based nationel dailies. From
trlking with » cross-seetion of the people in Aligerh, we ceme to the
conclusion that Phoroy's deeth was e result of inter_gang fight. Let
us rcoepitalate the events of October 3 when Bhercy was stabbed,

In Aligarh every proprietor of e einema hall has to maintein
a geng of mugh-neeks on his payroll to steve off digturbances ovey
the salec of tickets, FBhorey wnn spparently maeintained by the owners of
Seema Talkies, where there was e muaicel function erranged by the logal
fheml sts' Assoclntion on vctoker 3 for the purpose of flood relief,
During the function Bhorey wes asamulted outside the einoma hell hy a
group of rivel toughs, The resson wes "rivalry over the aree of
inflnonee and ecllentele «f the cineme houses", according to Dr. Inpel
Angerl, decording to Mr. Kumer Davendre Pel Sirgh, ViaePresiient of
Diatrict Congrer:sfl) y "there were Hindu members in the group whieh
stethed “horey wherces Bhorey's group elso included Muslim tougha®,
Ke rdded: "enyone heving communsl feelings is an sntd-goeipl element,
whether e 1s ¢ Hinfa or » Musldn." The story of this group rivalry
hetwecn touph gengs, withut a tinge of communel feeling was furthep
sorroboreted by meny other people including political figures,
reademies end the locel populece whom we intervicwed,

Communel Tensiong ~ver the Aligerh Muslim "'niveraity

Bofore eoming to the retunl events »f the Aay when Fhorey wes
deelrred deed (Netober 5) snd the resulting disturbances, we woula ke
to ghrow light on s'me developments that preceded rnd to which we
referred to at the beginning »f this report,

Cur tesr found from intorviewing veri-ous gources that esommunel
tensions hrd been tuilaing up at Aligerh for quite some time over mepgain
iesuecs, One ~f the maln issues was the Aligerh Muslim Univeraity (A1)
Pi1! wnich weo before Perlisment, nnd which sought t- reiterste the
minority elisrect-r of the institution. In fact, emong some »f the main
figurcs involved in the communel disturbanees of October 5, there sro
tw, well-known HinAu ecrdemicas Mr, M.D. Gupta, leeturer in the Psychology
Depertment of the AU, ond Mr, Mangs Nem, a leeturer in the Hiralel
Versngerd Degree College., PBoth are reported to belong to the erstwhile
Jene Sangh, These lerrned scedemielans are believed to have oppozed the
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Bill and cerricd on e campeign since June this yesr egainst the
prop-sed 'minority cherecter' »f theUniversity. A meeting wap
held in August this ycer, saig to be presided by Mr, Shiv Heri
Sangrl, snother erstuiile Jena Sangh limder snd en importent Janata
Party member end - lewyer, Speeches were .elieved to hnrve been
delivir @ rt thet meeting wrring szrinst the passing of the ARMU
Bill, 4ccording to those who sttended the meeting, the gperkers
Wwarned thet if the Bill uas prased "Aligarh would be meds into
eno ther Marathwade® —— the obvious reference to the anti-Hearijan
riots sperked off by the upper-saste people of Merethwade region
ageinst the neming of the University there after "r. Anmbedkesr,

That feelings rer high smong HinAu commneldsts of Aligerh
over the A4 i1s corroborated.by both Hind as well as Musli=m
peregonnldties, Mr, Krishna Kumer 'Meweman! seids "In the prst, out of
the totsl seats RO percent were reserved for those who pasdng out
from Aligerh coclleges affilinted to MU who ere meinly Muplims; 10
pereent for the nomlnees of the Vice-Chancellor; snd the.remaining 3m
percent left for students ~utside Aligarh, thus giving a mesgre chanee
for Hindu students, In 1978, however, a chenge wag mrde to this
pettern where the respective propsrtion is 7n ¢ 20 : 10, At present,
in the Commerce cless, f-r exemple, there rre 112 Muslims egeinst
0 Hindus of the totel 120 students. &3 a reaslt, HinAu studentg wanting
to study ot the MU pre st n dlsedventegeous posoitisn,” .

Dr, Irfen Hebib of AMU's Hlatory Deprriment, wWino 1s.plso a
alstinguishted historier, rroboreted this by saying that there weg e
eort of AdAiscriminstion epeinst Hincus in the AU becpuse of the sMmission
policy, "There is cortrin emount of prefercence for Musldm studenta,
The HinAu stufents studying in the convent school weré not sdmitted in
MU gver if they 2.t more marks ther the Muslinms  Hinaf parents living
et Alignrh, therefore, often torced to send their chilAaren outside the
town for sdverced studics, becpuse of the deart’. in sests reserved for
nob-minority commi 44des”, Dr, Hebib obsc..ed. .

hecording to Mr, Kumer Devendrn Pal Gingh, the climax of the
eorrunel feelings steadily tuilt up by the crotwbile Jpnn Seneh member
and the progent RSS reachcd 1ts height on October 8, e eontimeds
"This wrs not a communrl rot,, rether s politicnl fren-y wi’h the
Allgerh Muslim University ss the beckercund, The corrn ol +nd right
reectionery forscs, who were alweys opposed to the Aliprah Muslim
University snA who were conspiring since Junc this yerr, cre-ted the
dlsturbences rs » dress-rehersel for the future, The Jrna Sringh clementa
in the Aligerh Jeanate Prrty sre out to exploit this ineient to serve
their mein campeign egeinst the &Y bill, Theee Coress, nre led by
Mr, Kriastne Kumar Navemen, President of Aliperh Janaln Perir, snd
Mr, Shiv Herl Sangel, cratwhile Jane Sangh Presidcut, with *he notive
aipport of Mr. B.D, Gu;p‘\;a snd Mr, Mnnga Rem —= both lceturers in Ill.'IU.”
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In this connectisn it wuld be wirthwhile to mention that we
Cane eoross reports strongly supgesting thet both Mr, Qupta snd
Mr, Mengn Rem hrsve beon ngiteting for quite sometime for setting up
another university »t Aligerh, which shoulA be, acesrrding to them
"seauler" in chars ‘ter. Mr, Naveman wes c¢ohstic on the Al seriminatory
chprect: r - f the U, Accordlng to him Aligsrh city compriaen of
mostly Hindus (60 percents 40 percent upper caste and 2" percent lower
saste, the rest 40 percent being Muslims), and therefore the present
pettern and get up of the university shauld undergo a vitel change,

We would now like to throw light on another cruse of rommunal
tenalon thet has been huilding up. From telks with the Muslim inhsbitants
of Menrk (howk, the wrst affected area of Aligerh dquring the Nctober §
riot, we reeched to the conclugion thet the HinAus heve e en trying to
oupt the Muslims from the arem for quite some time. There are Liardly
ten or fiftecen Muslim houses in the HinAu dominsted sres of Mannk thowk,
Aeeording to Mr. Kumer Davendre Pal Singh, Mannk Chowk is a strong RSS
melt, Mr. Krishne Kumer Naveman's house 13 alao in the same Mohalla.
AeeorMing to the affected Muslim vietims in Manak Chowk ares the RSS
elements moked them tc leave the houses or face serious eon oequencen,
Most of the Muslims living there nre fruit-sellerrn, brass hend tesn
pexbers »nd cmployeem in mmell fectordies snd ~ther minidnNstrinl
entebli atments, Ineidentelly, thease wers the peonle who ‘were the mell
Sergets of attrck on Netober 5 as will be evident from the revort of the
astual incidents that will he Aeserined,

Whe ImeAiste Causce

We wiuld now like to come to the immediste cruses »f the October
5 Alwmbirbences. &s far 5 we oould gather, there were tw »r threo
{neldents thet sreceded the ramilt on Phorey, on Natober 8, and hig
death on Actober 5, According to Mr, Krishna Kumer Nawaman, onec
Mr, Vighmi Dutt uio wes the roferce st the wrestler's mateh of September
12, ves raseulted 'y Muslimg on September ., Thia weg followed bty the
strbtirgy »f = Muslim on Saptnmber 15, which wna eorroboreted hy many
ineluding Mr, Novemen, (n September 16, one Kneher Mprll - a Hindu
wes nosaulted and Adled on September 1R, There are two Aifferent versions
rezerding his death, While Mr. Navaman thinka that he wes a vietim of
Muslim communali am, other important perscnalitien of Alignrh foel that
it wrp a sequel to ¢ family quarrel, Mr, Navemen geve the stetistics of
surders hefore the riot sterted to esteblish his argument thet the whole
ineident wes & romult of Muslim vengence: "Kacheramal wa rurdered on
18tk September; Muresh/Rhorey on 5 Nctoher st 3,30 p.m.; and Rathan
Lel »na Genesh Lel at 3,45 the sate Aay, "All these were Vint: 9
and all others including Muslims, were killed Aurdng tho riot", Mr,
Neveamen ascerteined, He further addeds "Ahout five months back there
wag a truck inciqent killing one Muslim st the univergity srems and the
Muslim eomrunity immedimtely went on rempege burning two other trucka”®,
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ut from our talks with ~thers, we felt that this truck incident
five months beck was s common end spontenecus reaction as in other
#ities, The Aevelopmints thet led to the Dcteber 5 riot were however
of r Aifferent neture, From cyo-witness sceounts, es wes eorrolorated
by &ll ;oliticsl = -eAers, public flgures -nd sociel workers, the facts
thet . morge throw # Alemel M pent on the District Administration of
dligsrh in ellowing the tregic cvents to reerch its climex whieh eoula
hrve heen ehecked with proper ection in time. COn October 5, Dhorey
wag declercA Aead in the District Hospitel, situated in the hensrt of
Aligerh, snA the District Megistrate, mpprehending trouble, posted
sendor nffiecirla inclusing SF (City), AWA(City), City Megistrete, and
the PAC men at the hogpitel. But in s>ite of all these precsutions,
when Bhorey!s death wns announced his associates, who heA p-thered
outside the hogpitel much errlier, "snatched" the dead body from the
official migtody, From verious sources our team eame to know that
tho se who MgnatcheA" the Acad body ecnsisted of people who uwere sarlder
Aetained by the prUece hut were relesged under pressure, including
ghereo, ®y the eratwhile Jemt Sangh snA RSS men led hy Mr, Krishna
Kumer Nevemen, We, thercforc, founA the wiole eploode releting to the
"gnatahing" of Aderd b 2y n3 mystericus, sinece gieh nn ineident could
heve heppened even in the prosence of the amed PAC and other serior
offieiels prrticularly when there were tensisns since September 12,
Also, it 1z comon knowledre th-t the body of anyone killed from
assault should b mbj cted t post-mortem. DPut in this easc, nothing
of this aort heppened and the body wes allowed to be "matched” away.

Mr tear Wwes furticr mystified by the leter hapoeninga, While
the "anatehed™ Agnad basy of Cheorey wes teken out in an illegel
proeession slong srers which nre known to be sensitive for comminel
piots, the rrmead PAC cra the local police simply kept quite by accompanylng
the proecasion, The processinnigts were thus allowed to earry the
poAy toweris AwAul Kerim (howreh rnd Upsr Kot, elong the mein merketing
scntre sn? a Muslim Aominsted rree, instead »f proceeding towards the
eremntion groun? which lles in en entirely Aifferent dlrection., It is
nertincmt to note that the proceasionists shouted provocetive slogrns
en-route, like "Khoon ke badls kho:n" (BlooA for hlosd), end "Fk ke
Badle Aag" (t.n for one) aceording to meny eye-witncsses, There wvere
Aifferenres regarding some slogans, Wnile the Congreass (I) elaima
thet the processionists slso raised provocative slogans against Muslims,
Mr. Neveman all=ged that they shouted "Jenats Party murdsbed",

However, none -f our responientsg denied the proceasionistst
shouting yrovocetive slogans whieh is s clesr indlcation of the misereble
feilure of the Aministretion in checking the proreasion from passing:
through acnsitive an? riot—prone erees. All of them condemned this
inpetion =n the psrt of the police, except Mr, Nevamans "The police
eould not atop the procession earrying the dend hoAdy of Bhorev b“cause
~f the "tremendous militency” ~f the pertieipenta wio were 1n n
"furious mooA", He however charged that the processinniats were led
»y Conpreas (I) anA Youth Congrems peopls who were followers of
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Bhorey's ¢1Aden geng", NMr, !'Naveman' also narreted esnother instence
of communel hetred: "In » mosmue in Aligrrh esst, some pork meat wea
found some time beck., MNone knows who Wes responsible for 1t,

Indire GenAhi visited Alicarh, end aceorting to our infomation all
the incidents pri r to the riot were hat icd by Congreas(I) to further
Mrs. Grnahils election chences s+ (hick-magalur™®,

hs fer ss cur team could buila up the sequence of events from
the aveileble evidence, the processionists plrced the body in the midale
of the rosd lesAing to Uper Kot, &ccording to some other reports,
the proceasionista hed alreedy started looting siops, mainly those
owneA by Musldms, on thelr wey and hed gssanlted a few Muslims., In
frct some Muslims were aspaulted right in the hospital compound in the
presence nf top officiels., We came acras some other reports suggesting
thist the Muslims from the Uper Kot sres, situated on a slightly higher
level, resorted to brick-hatting »n the marching-in pmcessionista
carrying the Aeed boAy,

ThG Role of the Pll“oCC

Put whatever the sequénece iz, the team wez convineed of one
fect which was eorrobornted hy btoth the eonten?ing perties — — Hindus
end Muslims — 4 a2 well ag the political opponenta in ATigarhs "The
Provineial Armed Constebulary (P.£4Cl) resorted t- firing inAlscriminately”,
Althouph the PodeCo wpg ordered to fire in the air to Al sperse the
flghting mob, 1t wes quiie evident to the team thet they fireAq
Aeliberately at the Murlinm houses. We esme across seversl Muslim houges
In the Mensk Thouk rres “esring bullct merks. Wnen we were inspecting
the bullet mnarke on Octoler 21 (18 Aays efier the firny) we could see
the PAC men atill posted on the mofe of some high duiliings (owned
by HinAus) with thodir 4flen rimed nt us #nAd the Mualim housea. According
to Mr, Iahel bdnaeri of AU n Hina gontlempn of the aren Wan asked
on Oetober 5 1y the PAC men to 44cntify the Musldm houses #o that they
cla shoot thar from » ventere point., ¢

The story of Mr. Kumer Devendrs Pal Singh, CONG(I) lender,
wes corroborsted Ly meny of our recponientos "lani Inrael lane is e
merket prea where in s psartioulsr portien only Muslima live, This
1s about 0,5 kam, f'rom &hvul Karim (torreh, o #ind: esrmunslists
were theile meking trourlee on Oetober 5, sré 41t wnr free of provocations,
In spite of sll these, the tripger-happy PeheCo men murehea into_the
rrea nd fires on the Muslims. Tw persons Aled: Skemin, elerk, in
Ab~:lle Girls College, who aieamumbed to his Yullet injuries only
on D th Yetoker, and the other wo ceme from Meerut in search of Jow
end Wes staying in dligerh wvith a gueat,”
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hccording to the evicences we collected, mnother Muglim was
killed in the ssme area es a result of guch Aeliberste firing., The
victim, belonginz to Benerres, happened to be inside s Mosgue in the
locality when a bullet hit him. Incidentrlly all these three vietims
were hit by bullets vhen they were inside thelr houses or mo Squae,
We elso learnt that beceuse of Shamim's murder, the Admirdstration
fenreA that the news might sperk off another riot — this time by
Muslims . — on the pattern thet was set off by Bhorey's Aeath. But
nothing happened,

Mr, Kumer Devendra Pal Singh eAmitted thst the PAC of Uttar
Pradesh hed traditionally been a ruthless force and mtorious for its
cruelty. "It merely Mved up to its tradition this time", he added.
Seversl of our respondents also claimeAd thet the recruitment to PAC
from the Muglim community is restricted to a very grest extent. We
ourselves could not locete » single Muslim emong the large contingent
of PAC men roeming in the city,

However, the only preise for the PAC which we heara in Aligarh
came from the Jenate Party President Mr, Krishne Bumer "Nevaman", He
felt thrt 1f the ;police anA the PAC were not there, the "gituetion coula
heve teken a turn for the wrse for the HinAus", accoraing to him,
1t wes the Muslims who hed attacked the Hinwus first when they came to
Uper Kot with Bhorey's Aerd hody, He AefendeA the PAC'g firing at the
Muslim households on the ground thet the Muslims hrd "fired® ot the PiC,
He clsimer thet the Muslinms owned ™unlicensed guns" anA that the Alstrict
administreticn hed not seized the guns in spite of complaint s. made about
then". ®On our repested query, he admitted thet he AiA not know whether
eny PiC or policemen were injured by Muslim gun shots. He also
confirmed sur finding that no HinAu house hed been burnt Aown on attacked,
We were, however, shswn a few turnt shops nesr the Kotwell police
station supposad to be Hindu_owned, But these Hinau shops were flanked
by 2 lrree mumber ~f Muslim shops ell »f which were burnt, (n the other
hend, we noticed, st least in tw pleces, 1solated Muslim shops looted
end burnt while the mAjoining HinAu gshnps left untouched, We Ai3 not
Wvitness o single such isoleated HinAu shop es s target of ettack.

The Aftermsth st Mansk Chowks

W visited severel houses in Mansk Chowk, walked aleng the
narrow lanes end by.lencsg and talked to the inhabitants to gether the
exact information rs to what really happeneA there on @ctober 5.
According to the inhebitants, st lemst 12 peoplc were killed only in
Mannk Chowk (rrainst the official figure of 12 ms the totel mmber of
Aeath), The first house we visited was House Mumber 304 in Wara
No,13, tw Muslims were killeA here, nemed Ldaquat, aged 35, end
Mukhtiar sged 43, They wre fruit-vendors. We were shown a long
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spear (ebout 5') w th which they were pierced to Aesth enA which
wes left by the esseilants, The room in which they were killea,
was rengacked, The wemenfolk who witnessed the scenc are still
in » Aazea riste, The itnesses comnlainca Lo the police st the Madsr
Geto Folice post wiich it in cherge of thi. sres sand situsted only a
few hu.. . .° yards from 2o secne o g a3 o 1ist of names of the
murders. Onc of them 15 Septya, gson of iligrrh City Jenate Perty
Fregident Mr. Krishne HKoma 'Beveamsn!, Snton was scen with a gun
supervio.in~ the rmcser, Pub till toAn, none of thnse whose neres
were given to the ;0ii~c bes been prrcsted, hile s fow have fled,
nthérs rre obill roaming eround the ares,

In the adjoining house, No,333, the owner Sarveri Begun who
was e Wlthess to the scene tolA the team that the body of conc vietim
who weg killed ry the sperr was it into two anA flung inte the
surning pyre. Aceording t» her the KSS clements tried to teke
possessinn of the Muslim premises in the locality sbout two weeks brack
asking them to vacete tie houses or face Aire condSequences, An
amount ~f Rs. 2,000 kept by her and meant for Haj pllgrimege wes also
lootea, T™e police, efter more than 5 hours of inpctivity, camec rnA
merely tock Aown the report, Even th >uph the culprits were i-dcntifiea
hry the locel people they were not arregted.,  Sarvaeri Bepum's housc wss
eompleted ransscked end we saw the broken boxes enA cther belonpines
lying p11 cround ag gentbereA. Pointing to her burnt houge, she ghowed
us e roxt tell HinAu tuileings from where petrol wag poured Aown
followes Ly eotton firohglls,

The next house we vigited was No,245 in the same wrrd, Three
people were killeA here : Silemen, son of AbAyl Reahmen, Arif ana
ah unknowit rickshawpuller who AiA not belong to the eres but happenead
t> be present in the l-cality end wes caur.i up in iLe communel frenazy,
The riksirwuller!s Aenth was the ghastlicst, ! wns first hanges
from e nocse #nA then susbhed, We sew ihe mose which is still there
es & grim raninder of the trepedy, He w-s then trken Aown a4 burnt
on p koo = lled vendor's mush eert.  All Lhis was Anne in the presence
of the terriiien lcepl noonle, wceorAing oo . Irfan Hebib of M"[U, the
rikshaw puller was 6 recident of Sohrrbad. noss rhmr, Alieerh »na
he left wood with his Cother before lerinz the houss Lhiet he wnrs going
to Lexmi Circme to pick up customers Aurii; the first show, We alsm
saw the cherred remains of the cart, wicre we could still meke out
burnt hones snd remains ~f bangles which the venanr useA to sell. Herif,
the oceuprrt of the house, seind that the house wes ettackeA by known RSS
elements like Beku, Kesar Dev, Suresh, Radha Cheren, Tillon, anA Uma,
The house wns completely burnt Aown, leeving no mof nnA only the charrea
walls nowv ranein,
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The next house was No,246. Here s newly mrrried Muslim, calleq
Selim, rged 19, wes shot Aemd by a motorious roughneck of the arca
called Bahadur and his accomplice, Laxmi., Both are still nt large.

Thus, rlmost every Muslim house in Mansk Chowk carried a tale

of tregedy - — cither killings, or loot, or arson. The carnage sterted
from 5,30 p.m, on Octobcr 5, hours after aurfew wes imposed, anA
lagted until micnight. In spite of repested requests to the nearby
poldce stetion, no help ceme, 4&Aded to the assault by the HinA
oommunalists, wes the indiscriminate firing by the PAC, "It was a
mircele how we survived", seld a mmall boy from M3, Manmr Ahmedts
house Aescribing the showering of bullets end showing us the marks

on the walls,

Meny inhebitants of the locelity, including the lerge mumber of
vietims, compleined thet among the prominent personalities who led
the attack were Mr, Krishne Kumsr 'Naveman's son and Mr, B.D. Qupta of
the &MU Pgychology Deprrtment, They pointed out the high buildings
of the Hindug from where the latter were alleged to have thrown petrol
bombg on the low-level Muslim homes. Many sich homes were reduced
to cinders,

From availeble reports, we could make out that the concentration
of attack on Menak (howk hed nothing to Ao with the mein procession
earrying Bhorey's desdbody. The ettack was pre-planned and uas a part
of the threatened plen to oust the few Muslim houses that remained in
the pre-dominately Hin®u erce (referred to earlier), Neighbouring Hind
hnuges, which surmund the few Muslim settlements, became the main
‘arsenals for the liindus who from the moftops pelted prickbats, petrol
bombs and other auminition on the Muslim houses. heccorAing to some
reports, the Muslims resisted for quite some time, but they finally hed
to glve wey.

Wien Mr. Krisone Kumar 'Navemen's attontion was drewn to the ghastly
incidents of Mengk Qhowk, the aftermeth ~f which we wvitnessed, he sailA
thet the Hindus wo were trying to cscepe the PAC firing by fleeing
through Manek Chowk were ettacked by the Muslims, anA they, therefore,
retslisrted by M™urning s few houses", He addeds "When the trouble
started at Manek Ghowk, I informed the police. The trouble started at
5.N0 p.m., but the policemen reached thére only et 12,00 p.m. The Muslims
in my eree hrve confimeA thet I am innocent anA that it 48 I who
protected them, This they have done in writing." But the Cong . (I)
leader, Mr, Kumar Davendrs ¥Fal Singh, rejected this claim: "It is falge.
Anyone can menipulate to get this done, Bven I can Ao that being »
Hinfu, from the Muslim community, or even from members of RSS "
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The £cliticel Remificetions:

The siturtion f~1lowing the October 5 Alsturbances is further
exacerbpted by the Aifferences an? jockeying for power among the
local politicna., To stert with, the Alii rh unit of the Jamata rearty
18 Aivic~, Of the 20 mermbers, pt lenst 15 nre reported to have
signed n stetement AemrnAing the removel of Mr, Navanen from
presidentship, Mr, Nevemen suspects thet Dr, Fannalal of the erstuwhile
Congress-C, Aue to personel rivelry, is trying to oust him. He algo
alleged that the tongressI is fomenting communal troubles, anA
referrcA in this connection to Mrs., Gendhits UP wigit just before
the Oetober 5 fheidents, He contimed: "Within the Jansta Perty, the
B.L.D. frction has elrerdy abuscA Mr. Morerji Desei rnd Mr, Jegjivan
Rem beoruse of their sons. Now they went to melign the imepe of the
entire dane Sangh utilising the name ~f RSS, Dr, Pannalnl, who weg csrlier
Aenled Jenete MLA ticket enA failed to become the President of Aligsrh
Jenate unit, joineA henAds with the supporters of Rgj Narsin to teke
advantage of this situstion to abuse snd throw me out of power”,

Prliticel obsgervers of Aligsrh point out thet right from the
Central through the Strte, A>wr to the Alstrict level, the Janata High
CommenA is comnelled to Aepen® on the fomer Jana Sengh oomponent of
the party es now the BLD faction i1s trying to bring abut the a>wnfall
of the present ruling psrty, The U,¥, Chief Minister, Mr. Rem Naresh
Yraav, althouph belonging to the former BLD cannot affsra to antaronize
the Jrnp Sengh members ~n whose support he has to Aepend to retsin
his position, He hes very reluctently ngreed to the promo seAq Juriefal
inquiry int. the Aligrrh happenings, sne there 1s a strong saspicion
in Alivark thet Mr, Yedsv wuld n't likc to teke any strong setion
s rinst the Jpng Sangh. ’

rolitierl observirs ~f Alipsrh sls) see the same mona reflected
in the strtament mede Ly the Jenete iief, Mr, Chandra Shekher., Without
rcleasing the full report of the Centrel Janstes three-men team, which
weg 8-t to investicrte inte the &lirarh ricts, Mr, ChenAre Shekher was
reported to heve exoncrsted the RS5, Fror wist we heara in aligerh
(prrticulerly from those who met the Janata three—men team) there mppears
to be tw versions »f the originel report submittenr by the team to the
Centrsl High CommsnA. One version which was mupposed to be criticsl of
the RSS has been suppressed, it is allcpen. :

The Conpress (I) leeder, Mr, Kumer Devenarr ¥pl Singh feers
thet if this tren? contimes, the Jena Sangh might be able to frustrrte
the werk of the proposed judiciel inquiry anA couls also pressurize the
goverment to withdraw the MU Bill nr moAify it in favour of the Jane
Sengh., It is Aifficult to Aeny the upner—hanA thet the Jenats Sangh
factlon enjoys Aue to the precerious brlence »f forees within Jenate
FYarty, our tesm felt,
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The Juficial Enquiry

& few wordg on the public reasction to the pmposed jutielnl
inquiry c:ul? be rclevent in this connection. Accoriing to Or,
Irfen lighib ~of ¢ 2 I.E'IU, pest experience :a” shown that such inquiries
teke » 1or7 time pnd the ollnrits remein unpunished, TDr, Hehik
contimied: "The previous rdot in 1571 lasted for three Aayo, The
judicial cnquiry cornmissisn was e feilore. None was prosccuteAd,

The goverment rover published the Matiur Commission Roport submitted
after three yorrs, thoush it repeatedly ernounced Li-% {hicy sre
condl dering the recommendptions, A garl asgeultod Auping the 1la71
riots clesrly identified the ailprits in the court, Ewven then they
went unpunished, Wtk this experience, the pesple zenerelly An not
heve confiAdence in the present enquiry commisgsion",

Dr. Habib plso pointeAd out that not a single persons hes been
eonvicted Auring #11 these yeers (six riots, including this one,
Auring the 30 yeers of independence) on grounds of participating in
communel ricts, There sre obviously loopholes in the law which neeA
to be removed, he aasserted.

heeoraing to Mr, Kumer Devendra Pal Singh of. Con,r'resu(I) y the
success »f the judieial inquiry wwulA Aepend on the local a*ministretion,
If the letter chose to Le biesed in fevour of hinfu cormunalism, no
conperstion woulA te fortheoming from them, .

Mr, Krishne Kmer Nevamen, however, welcomed the judieial inquiry,
He rAAcA that he hed nothing to fesr from the inquiry, s#nAd hoped that
the reel frets wulAd come nut, He essured full eooperetion to the
inquiry, *

By enA lewpe, it apperrcA to us thet the man in the streot in
Alips-rh 15 scepticrl sbout the judieinl inquiry, primarily beepuge »f
the futiliiy of ~iriler inquiries mede in the pesnt, )

The Loenl flﬂ[‘._i_'.f:nfif)h_‘_

There wes o videgprend feeling thet the loerl adrinistretion,
includineg the Distiict Megistrote mant the Superintendcent of Poliee
hed feilcA in teckilng the giturticn both beforce the iots cterted
end on the Aay it happened,

Whet wos the mle of the Administration? To be feir 4o them,
it vill hnve to Le strted thet following the dleturbances at the
wrestling met:-h on September 12, the IM hed ipporcd e rdni—pirfev
Aurlng the richt I.a thie rlot-pmne erreas of Aliperhi. This hed been

in operstion for quite sometime before the Oetober 5 inciAdents,
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Fut politicel pressures on the City Afmdnistr-tion were spperently
too strong to pllow the DM to be more firm sppinst potentiel communal
trouble-mekers, This is acknowledged by both HinAu end Muslim leaders,
hceoraing to Mr, Krishne Kumar 'Neveman! himgelf, when the DM wanted
to errest »ll th- wrestlers »f the town r5 s precautionsry mesaure on
fctober 4, he vehemently opposed 1t. &gsin when the DM arrested five
Hinais end tw Muslims the sane evening on suspiclor of communal
trouble—mekers, Mr, Neveman complained sbrut Aiscriminetion egainst the
HindAus,

Aceoraing to Mr. Igbal Anseri, Mr. Nevaman's supporters end
Hindu communeall sts gheraced the Kotweli police stetion on Cetober 4
Aemanding the releerse of Jalpsul — — an assoclste of Bhorey — — who heAd
becn arrested cerlier as a precautionary measure.

While people generelly afmit thet the DM is en honest person, thoy
padint out thet he belongs to the ScheAuled Caste, £nd in s caste-ridden
atm-osphere thet prevells in U,P, i3 constreined by circumstances.
¥oliticel resmuires from the top often have to be accommodrted, na
otherwisc he might be 130lnted, and his carecer ruined bty the powerful
political lceders, In sueh elrcumstances, it wes quite possible that
the ™ more end more micaumbed to the pressures of the Hindu eomminal
leeders as the deys prssed, decording to Mr, Igbal Ansari, the
afmini gtretion wes completely permlysed by the RSe .

Sich rllegrtions ere eonfimed by the events of Cetober 53
How wes Bhorey'e btody allower to te Msnatched" by his followers?
Mow AiA the police rnA the #AC allow the procession to move into
the Muslim sreas — - eventg which hrve been Aescribed carlier,

The ebJeet surrender »f the locel clice to the hoo”flims was
quite evident to cur teem when we visited Uper Kot, The shops thet
were turnt were literplly skirting the wells of the very Kotweld police
strtion, The tesm enmc memss one perticiuiler shop — — s clgerette
stall »wned by onc Munne - - mtunted opporsite the Kotweli police
stetion end whieh wrs locted on Uctobor 6 when the Apy-and-nieht eurfew

was suppogcd to be on ) 3

i for meinteining law enA ~raAcr after the Octoter 5 inciAents,
the nistrict Afministretion hes teken & few steps, like selzing M- Krishna
Kumar Neveman's Asuble-berrel jun, it Mr, Nevamen hes been provided
asmed nrotection in the ahape »f tws FAC Jauwrns wio sre posteAd In his
bouse hear the Medpr Gete. (When we askeA for Mr, Nevamen on entering
his resifcnee, one of the policamen celled the people upsteirss "Sahb
hai?" We als #aw in his office room, while weiting for Mr, Neveman to
eome, e bleck plastie envelop lying on the ted with merking:s "Yadav
Awes Co,, ams domund tion Dealers, 15/284 Civil Lines, Kanmpur, Tel,s
€2.Y24, This was moparently meent for keeping bullet rounAds),
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The ¥AC jnwens arc ;osted in the Manek (howk sre ny along AbAul
Kerim Cheureh, in Upsr Kot end sther rot—pmne srens. But the mle
of the s4C ~n Cetoler 5, when they botrayed sn urmi steket: 1y Hinsu
communel bies by shostine Aown imnocent Muslims anA teking sim at thelr
houges, hss erodc’ the Muslims' confiqenc in the YAC, Our team felt
thet the #A6 dnsterd of instillineg trust smone the minority commund ty
1s creerting further tension ty its presence, It should bo immedistely
removed from the scene and replsced bty more trust-worthy protection
frreces,

We felt in this conrnection thet e Alseiplinesd volunteer foree
recruited from responsitle locel people — both HinAus sn4 Muslims ——
coulAd be encouraged ns a permsnent wetch-Aog ss well ss a protection
force. We foun? thet in the mrems whicre the dlsturbences took place
thire 18 & ¢veneral amity smong the orsinery HinAus snd Muslims. There
were reports of HinAu shopeowners saving their Muslim emplovees snA
vice—versa, ficcording to Dr, Irfan Habib, the wife of his collespue, a
Bengell Hinw, after starving e1l through the curfewbound Aeys of
Cetober 5,6 snA 7, ren awey from her house in the city area rlongz with
her three chilAren snA took shelter in s Muglim friend's housc in the
Univerasity erca when curfew wes withdrawn for an hour on 8 October,***
It wrs quite cvident, thet s hanaful of noterious charmcters —— known
hooAlums =nd criminals ——werc instrumentsl in perpetretine the carnege
of Cetober 5, They coula hrve been isslated end mut 4n protective
custody Ly the efministrotion much crrlier, Even now, they ere nt lerpe,

Role of the MU Students enA Teachers

The »rly redeeming ferture in the whole gcensrioc wes the mle of
the men-genent, stusfents snd terchers »f &MU, They Aia not rllow the
communel frenzy to spreed to the University cemus ——whiech in the nast
hnd elwnys teen o hotbcd of agich frenzv, In soite of the Aesth ~f »ne
of 1ts employees —- the clerk Shamin from police bullet wunds ——
the MU commund ty showed restreint anA suceccded in turding the cammu 8
into the only 1slend of senity in the city, There are cases of neaple
fleedns the curfew-bound city (the curfew wes mcant to nrotect the
citizens) to trke shelter in the &MU compus,

'_‘“f The curfew wrs often turned into s amnkesereen from behinA which

the hoodlums opersted with impunity (e.g. the ghastly killings =t Manak
Chowk end the looting of the clgerette stall opposite Kotwell police
station), The Ausk to Apwn cuffew which ig in operation now muts the
poor labourcrs of the city to the utmost aifficulties, Rickshaw pullers
who mrke the maximum esrrnings Auring the evening hours are forced t-
stey home sterving,
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