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As Bombay was staggenng back 1o normaley after the riots, the hornfic senial bomb blasts

shook the city on March 12,1993, Within the space of a few hours atleft 317 dead. tons of
concrete and metal twisted beyond recogmtion, and the ¢ity stunned from the fresh blow.

All right thinking persons will condemn the Kilhing of unsuspecting innocents. Innocents who
had silently “acquicsed” o the wanton destruction of life and property during the Bombay riots
of December 1992 and January 1993, This spectre of violence was but a maniacal retahation
agamst the marauding gangs responsible for the carnage. And against the active collusion of
the police, and impotent dithering of the adnunistration in the city s worst communal bloodbath.

The perpetrators of the bomb blasts in turn setoff a cvele of violence againstimnocents. those
who for no fault of theirs have been harassed and detaned without trial. The blatant nnsuse of
TADA in Bombay and the torture of whole famihes along the coasthine stand i mute testimony
to the human rnights violations by those in power

We bring you this collection of articles from the national press. even as the aity remembers
the victims of last year's bomb blasts.

WHERE THE BLASTS
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Stock Exchange
Narsi Natha St
Zaver bazar
Madanpura

Petrol pump near
Shiv Sena Bhavan

Plaza Cinema, Dadar
Century Bazar

Gopal Nagar. Worli
near passport office

Air-India buithdng.
Nariman Point

SeaRock Hotel

Centaur Hotel,
Santa Cruz

Juhu Centaur Hotel

THE BOMB BLASTS SEQUENCE
Nana Chudasan
120 pm EW DELHIT - Following s the sequence of events as revealed m the invesu-
gation by the Bombay pohce on the bomb explosion an the city on March 12
135pm tfurnished to the Lok Sabha on Wednesday by the Home Minister, Mr S 3
Chavan
315pm
Januany 1910 220 At the invitation of thralim Abdul Razak Memon * Tiger”, one of
242 pm the landime agents, Daswood Mohammad Phanse, visits Dubin This s tollowed by
arrival of arms and explosives on the western coast
231 pm
January 20 Phanse meets Dawood Ibralhim i Duba
316 pm February 23 A huge consignment of arms and explosives land surreptiously i
P distict Rargad of Maharashtra Consignment s carried i a speed boat which has
ownership links with Dawood Ibrahim
2 58 pm
Iebruary 9 to 200 Twenty operators, recruited 1o carry out the blasts leave Bombay
241 pm for Dubar. leave Dubai in three groups by Pakistan International Ainwas s (PLA) thights
on February 9, 13 and 20, driven of 1 from Islamabad arport without going through
immigeration formahiies. Traming camp reportedly located about two hours drive
245 pm from Islamabad airport
March 1 Operators depant Islamabad for Dubag
350 pm . ) ]
March 10-12° Al members of Memon fanily leave Bombay for Dubar The last one
355 pm o leave 18 Mustaq “tger” alter entrustmg the final touches to the ground level
arrangements to his trusted heutenants
March 120 A series of bomb blasts rock Bombay
March 17 Six members ot the Memon family leave Dubar for Karachi by thyeht
PK-214 P
Phe Limes Of India. Bombay Indian bxpress. Bomba
Viarch 1319093
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Spectre of Violence

he dangers that face India are more
varied than the fast-spreading conr
munal virus. We are, of course. stll
rechng trom the impact of the December
camnage But there is amore basic threshold

of this assault that, unless taken tull note ot

and arrested torthwith, can take the countny
to what Hobbes called the Taw of the jungle
[his s the fast- spreading eprdemic of vio-
lence. intimidation and terror that s at once
affecting the tunctioning ot institutions and
senerating a deep sense ot fear and panic
among individuals and communities

ke all cults this has tound expression
I new rituals, new rites of nativity . new
social orgasms ot revelry, new carnivals in
which the mobs 1ind gratfication 1ts the
final surrender of institutions built over
generations to the raw play ofinstinets and
passions that require mstant power over the
mind and bodies ot so many people

I'wanttoarguce i tas article that commu-
walism poses less of a danger to India’s
ety as asociehy and a avibsation than
does the spectre of violence. Thoueh cur
rently the communal virus 1s on an all-out
spree, especially i the urban arcas, it can-
not last tor long, bemg so ahen to both
Indian thought and Indian personabiny Ttis
likely to eradually fizzle out atter reaching
acrescendo which s hikels to happen in the
NEXL A CAr or so

Three Facets

There are three facets of communalism
that are at work. First, as a syvstem ot
thought and behet, am arguing that this s
not hikely 1o be sustaned for long Scecond
ts the use of the "communal card” as a
political stratagem wiathin the clectoral
trame This s more hikels to fast It ¢ould
concenvably prove fatal to the hiberal frame
work of the democratic polity though even
i this respect the Indian clectorate has
proved swiser and more balanced i its re
sponse to the allurements o vote banks than
have pohitical parties [tas the third dimen-
ston of the communal syndrome, as a
method of mobilisation invoking raw pas-
stons and amimosities, backed by so much
brutality. and violent mayhem. that poses
the real danger to both the system and civil
SOCICTY

It s not communal pohtics alone that 1s
responstble for the growing upsurge of vio-
fence in Indias There has tor long been, in
the wake ot endemic crimmalisation of the
political process. the role of matia dons and
criminal gangs who are not any longer

State Terrorism And Other Evils

By RAJINT KOTIHARI
"hired” by politicians, often the relationship
s of the reverse order: This has led 1o a
grosming stake in the "ssstem™ of slum lords
and hquor merchants who have not hesi-
tated to chmmate mass leaders (Shankar
Guha Nivogr bemng the most well-known
among them )

Fhe government too has joined the grow -
ing avalanche of terror and violence 1t has
financed murder squads and guernillas
(Bhindranwale in Punmjab, LTTE in Sni
Lanka, ULEA mulitants), on the one hand.,
and et loose repression agamst marginal
social groups hike the tnbals and human
rights activists, on the other. The Beant
Sing - KPS Gill ssndrome that 1s being
held up as a model by almost the entire
media only points 1o the “cold, cynical and
manipulated violence™ to which Mr
MK Narayanan, the tormer 1B chiet) re
cently drew our attention

Half-Truth

It 1s known how widely the police. the
paramihitary and the anmed torees have in-
dulged in terrorising the people Inaiden-
tallyv,  the recent charge  about
communahisation ol the pohice 1s at best a
halt-truth. Other-wise, how does one ¢x-
plam Bihar” The real fact s that. lacking
firm pohincal dircction, the police are hable
to be tngger-happy

Alongside the growing resort to state ter-
rorism by covernments unable to find po-
hocal solutions to pressing problems has
been the increasingly senseless terrorism of
mihtants Over ume the sheer banality of
violence seems to have taken over what
may have started as movements forregional
autonomy - The same has happened in the
case ol revolutionars movements that may
have been socially motivated to begim with
but have since degenerated into shooting
squads masquerading as vanguards ot rey o-
lution The sheer pathology of violence and
its latter-day dependence on technological
fixes in weaponry have undermined the
origmal impulse of most of these move
ments. In sum, the country has been under
comg the travanls and traumas of a violent
society even betore December 6 and its
altermath. What the latter - and the Hin-
dutva psychosis - has done s to take ito a
new pitch of hostility and hatred

Lo return to my mamn pont, the real crux

of the danger posed by the latest upsurge of

communalism that is engulting India lies
less in the ideology of Hindutva which s
too shallow to take on India’s complex and
sophisticated culture as in - the method

adopted by 1ts proponents which may prove
overpowering for a non-semitic, non-ma-
cho culture.

The orgy of violence and destruction at
Avodhya on December 6, the almost com-
plete collapse of the state in Bombay and its
take-over by Shiv Sena lumpens for so
long. the "ethmic cleansing™ in the streets of
Surat and through the signboard war
agaist Mushm residents in elite localities
in Bombay, the residential relocations lead
ing to ghettoisation, in Ahmedabad. the tull
replay of the November, 1984, carnage in
Delhi o so many localities all over the
country, the “signatures in blood” cam-
paign for the Ram temple - itis these mani-
testations of aggressive pimgoism  that
presents the real demonic face of Hindutva
rather than its attempt to forge the idea of a
theocratic state

The latter will not come to pass; the for-
mer may not. While the main threat it poses
is to the composition of civil society (its
pluralism_ its eclecticism), it will also fur-
ther erode the already weakened and Hedge
ling structure of the Indian state. Far from
handling the terrorist and insurgent threats
of "minority communahsm™ and the grow-
ing "menace” of Naxahite violence through
a resurgent nationalism as claimed by the
BIP leadership, it will only add to the on
coing destabihisation and deal a mortal
blow to the very survival of the Indian state
that 1t seeks to “harden” through a neo-fas
cistideology

Less Afraid

I am less atrand of the Fascist overtones
of Hindutva than its blow-by -blow dissolw
ton of the national pohty and the social
fabric. Fach lethal blow dealt 1o the Babri
masjid was a blow to the architectonic edi-
fice of the India we know, including the
edifice of Hindu society

In that hes the real challenge of Hin
dutva - the challenge not of a totalising
ideology but of total anarchy . The two are
of course related. the former fomenting the
new slogan-mongering and the latter the
new forms of terror, but it is the latter that
poses the real threat to our survival as a
nation. Itis achallenge that can be metonly
by all sections of society coming together,
espectally the middle class, the media and
the mtelligensia. who have evenything to
lose by such a shde into anarchy but who
will continue to be ambivalent towards it

Times of India. Bombay
Fobruary 24, 1993
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‘Communal’
tapes

ombay: In all. there are 10 re-

cordings of conversatons be-

tween the police control and
mobile wireless vans which the CPDR
has submitted to the court. These re-
cordings, done by tuning in to the pe
lice frequency with a radio receiver,
clearly show the communal bias of po-
lice

According to a senior police offi-
cer. the cassettes will "shake” the
force since some of the messages
transmitted over the wireless were
"not only communal, but unprint-
able™.

In one of the recordings, the mo-
bile van at Dongri (a Mushim-domi-
nated arca) asked the police control
for more men to help distribute ¢s-
sential supplies since two military
trucks had reached there with milk
and rations, Pat came the reply,
"Why the £*** are you distributing
milk to them?” Do you want to f***
their mothers? Over there b*** mi-
vans live "

Later when the patrol reported to
the pohice control that the essential
supplies had been distributed and
the crowd had dispersed. the man at
the control was very milted and
asked the patrol 1o "seize” the army
truchs and scarch the man distribut-
ing food to those *** *(again an un-
printable expletive).

Inother recorded instance, the po-
lice control tells the patrol party that
it must take action at a place where
a garage was beaing burnt only af the
"garage belongs to a Ma-
harashtrian™. The control also in-
structed the patrol party that
eversthing belonging 1o a mivan
"must be burned down”. The con-
trol goes on to advise that the miy-
abhais must be "taught a lesson”,
ceven though they paid higher
"haftas"

The Proneer, Dethn
Januwary 2y (993

THE BOMBAY BLASTS

Clueless

One balmy spring afternoon in March, a massive bomb went off in
the basement of the Bombay stock exchange. That was only the be-
ginning of a nightmare which culminated with the explosion at the

Air India building over an hour later. Immediately, the needle of
suspicion pointed towards Pakistan and the shadowy hand of the In-
ter Services Intelligence agency. A flurry of arrests followed with
New Delhi and Islamabad trading charges. Three months on, there
has been much activity, including the formation of a Special Task
Force, but there is still no conclusive evidence revealing who exactly
was behind the bombings of March 12,

THE VICTIMS : REBUILDING FROM THE
BLOOD-SPATTERED PAST

By b A ASTDANTEL

THE cloud-taden shy is the onls rootthat
Ramodiva Mansions at Worl, central
Bombay. has, even today, three months
atier the Black I'nday bomb blasts - There

is a caping. jageed hole. where the roof

once was. The Berut-hike look of the
neighbourhood has become somethme ofa
finture lor passing motorists

Butthe rhythmic banging of the hammers
ol the construction workers cchoes
hearteningly through the building. Repanr
work. sponsored by the chiet mumister’s
rehiet fund, began hardly o fortmight back

The roots and fronts walls of this build
ing and the adjomme Malkane Mansions,
which were devastated by the March 12
blast. require a major repair job that s
likely to be complete only by December
However, engimeers of the gcovernment
construction firm. Malcom Builders, have
optimistically informed residents that the
work shall be complete in another three
months. Residents means hule have moved
to the homes of therr relatives or triends tor
this period of reconstruction, their daly
Iives disrupted

“They have said three months, but we
think 11 will take another seven or eieht
months.” says Rutinag Ramodiva, whose
family has owned the building for 30y cars
“"They have allotted Rs 11 lakh but we
don’t think that will be ¢nough to rebuld
the building to s former strength We wall
haveto gettogether with the tenants and put
in another Rs 10 lakh ™ Her tather,
Ramzan Ramodiva, adds, "We have had 1o
remind the poeple at Mantralaya over and
over again to start work  They have only
qust begun Tt has been rishy 1o stay there
W hired two security men for protection
It sull nsky -

Ramaodiyaand his five brothers also own
the shops below  The Cake Shop of the
La), which faces the road. was owned by
s brothers, Rajabali and Karim  Both
perished m the blast While the govern-
menthas already paird Rs 30,000 in cash ol
the Rs. 2 lukh compensation tor cach of
their deaths and will be putting the restn
bonds, neither insurance nor compensation
will cover the loss of income that has oc¢
curred since the blast "We will only be
able to open the shop after the repairs are
complete However, we should get Rs 5
lakh insurance to cover the damage o the
shop ™ When the shop does open a few
months hence the widows ot the two de
ceased brothers will run it Mastortune has
become a way ot hife tor the Ramodiva
clan In the January nots, the other fanuly -
run shops, Honesty Provision and General
Stores and the wine shop were torched and
the interror reduced to cinders Hardly
had the insurance claim been hled and re
butldimg begun at the swine shop when at
was once again destroyed

The other shops i the same block of
buildings have suftered similar tates: Anar
Hodda, swho owns a shoe shop. was lucky
to escape with his hite The geography ot
his outlet was such that the debris fell away
from him “The shop’s show windows and
the sign board were broken  The stock was
stolen  Altogether Tincurred a loss of Rs
219 lakh. My insurance company, Orien-
tal Insurance Company . have been co-op-
crative, but they have stll o settle the claom
and they won't settle for the tull amount ™
Hoddaexpects that the claim will be settled
shortly "Foraday ortwo atter the blastwe
were shaken. but then one recovers My
areatest loss has been my friends at the cake

VIA MEDIA
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shop. Karim and Rajabah ™

Down at the Bombay Stock I xchange,
the 40-0dd vendors who once sold bhel
purt, mosambi juice. sandwiches and
snackhs. danly fare tor the harried stockbro-
ker along Dalal Street, have sutlered badly
“Lam notallowed to putup my stall Thave
a hicense, but no place.” savs S R Maunva
The site where Maurva once had his juice
stall has been taken over by scatlolding
Only 14 stalls function today - The recon-
struction of the bombed basement ot the
exchange s hikely to take another couple of
months and the estabhshments across the
road do not permiat hawkers to occups their
sidewalk Maurva has been without ann-
come for three months

s Toss of income has been coupled with
the loss of his nephew and assistant, Kanr
lesh and Rs 10,000 worth of ecquipment
His colleague, Upendra Smeh, who makes
bhelpurs, lost two newphews. Compensir
tion for their deaths has not reached then
families who live morural UP Maunya oo
complains that compensation has not ar
rived tor the tamily of his nephew - Appar-
ently only the family ol Gokul Chand
Gupta, who once ran a bhelpur stall i the
same lane. has recenved vovernment conr
pensation

F'or Kharedin Singh, another Dalal Street
hawker. the ditticuluies are overwhelming
His brother hilpeet Sigh sull langaishes in
the 1) hospital - The Rs 5,000 pard out 1o
cover iqunes hardly covers a traction ot
the cost of the expensive medicimes sull
required tor s brother’s care

At Narmman Point. the Bank ot Oman's
new address s Maker Chamber VI halla
Kilometere away from its onginal bombed
out premises in the Air India buillding - Tts
business as usual on o busy weekday, three
months alter the blast. Howeser, the bank
has done a brave job in keeping the show
gomy  “Unhike Smgapore Airhines or any
other wirhne, we cannot re-start business
with just a phone. We need phones, com
puters. a ground Hoor oftice 1o be able o be
back in business.” savs Suncil Kucchal,
vice-president and chiel executive otficer
(India) "However, we restarted our operir
tions one week after the blast  Another
week later we were able to offer the tull
range of banking services, letters of credit,
loans, toreign exchange, ete ”

The bank was incredibly lucky on two
accounts.  The master disk that held the
entire financial information of various cus-
tomers turned up in the rubble shortly after
the blast. "All the entries were intact night
up to the point of the blast.”

The bank was equally fortunate s few
loyal and responsible employees. who col-
lected loose cash amounting to nearly Rs 20
lakh and speedily deposited it elsewhere,

minutes after the blast "We only lost Rs
30,000 Some obat probably gotburnt Our
losses theretore have been bearable ™ Al
the present moment however, the most se
rious expense is the costot the rented preny
ises at Maker VI "We are up aganst the
tizht deadline and we need to move out as
soon as possible. Air Indiaos in the process
of beeting up the secunty and at will sull
take some time betore we can move back
there ™

The tamihies of the two emplosees ot the
bank killed m the blast have been “substan-
tally ™ compensated by the bank - Premiata
Iver does the clencal tasks her sister Hem-
lata once did. she was given a job even
though her sister was not a permanent cne
plovee  But the Iver famuly has not vet
recenved the covernment compensation
“Daddy has vone a couple of times to the
Kalvan municipal otfice. But he has gone
back 1o Madras  The money has probably
come. but it will require my father’s pres-
ence tor it o be collected.” sard Premlata
Iver

THE INVESTIGATION:
WHERE DO WE GO
FROM HERE?

By QLG TELLIS

ore than 200 people lost ther

tves, several crore rupees worth

of properts was destrovedand the
selt-confidence of India’s commercial
capital was irrev ocably shattered

I hree months down the hine, a Specal
Faskh Force arrives on the scene 1o super
vise the ivestications Inother words,
stalemate s disguised as progress. But the
questions that were rased in the immediate
aftermath of the seral bombing ot Bombay
on March 12 remam unanswered And the
imphcations of the terrorst attack, agam,
remain as worrisonie as they have always
been
Favery politico worth his SPG ocover has

sounded oft, at various fora, about the n-
volvement of the Pakistant Inter Services
Intelhgence in the blasts. But when did the
IS1 deaide o take charge and direct the
conspiracy ? How did they approach Duba-
based gangster Dawood Ibrahim. and what
carrot did they hold out to entice him to put
s network on the line insuch a risky,
high-profile operation” And most impor
tantly . does this set a precedent. whereby
external forces mimical to this country 's
welfare will harness the Hourishing under
world to carry out war by proxy? Crucial
questions all. but neither the investigating
police force nor the supervising STF seem
to have answers.

Interestingly, the financiers of this mulu-
crore crimial operation were allegedly
Moolchand Shah and Raju Laxmichand
Jam. The customs officials allegedly v
volhved in striking a Rso 10 lakh deal to
allow the explosives mto the country were
Gaurav, Sharma, Thapa And the actual
operatives were predominantly Mushim. A
picture. ifever there was one, of communal
harmony - n, unfortunately. a heinous
cause. Does this mean, agam, that what
remains of the secular fabnic of the country
has been undermined by crimnal c¢le-
ments? That venahity has been inextnicably
woven into the warp and weft of society?
Again, questions,

Yet again, the alleged involvement of
film distributors Hanit” Kadawala and
Sameer Hingora of Magnum Video in the
distribution ot the arms and explosives
used in the assault, the role of burlders
Mohmad Mumtaz Gindran and Mapd Wah
Mohamed Khan in storing the weaponry -
does 1t all point to the fact that the under-
world has moved out of the grey area of
smuggling. prostitution and drugs and i
filtrated the very pillars of the country’s
cconomic structure” Questions. Like so
many cchoes in the void.

Ihe State government, and local police
circles. tend to preen themselves on having
accomphished atough tash with “efficiency
and professionalism” The police point out
that detatls ot the conspiracy were unrav-
clled within 48 hours, that 103 persons
connected with the ¢rime have been put
behind bars and that the kingpimns are on the
run, or in hiding. The case, claims a senior
police officer, 1s now complete What re-
mains s the clerical task of sitting the
investigation reports, and prepaning charge
sheets Then why a Special Task Foree at
this juncture?

"Smce there was ademand in some quar-
ters tor a CBI investigation,” argues a sen-
ior Maharashtra government ofticer, "we
communicated to the central government
that we had no objection. In any event,
whatever remains to be investigated corr
cerns criminals who have sought retuge
abroad. Soafthey want to take the case, we
have no objection ™ Thus the setting up -
obviously as asop to those demanding CBI
imvolvement - of the STF under Bombay
pohice Jomt Comnussioner M N Singh.

-

Mceanwhile, of the 103 detenues, 32 are
allegedly nvolved in landing and transpor-
tation of explosives, arms and ammunition
in Shrivardhan taluka, 14 in planting the
explosives at the sites of the blasts, 32 in
storing the arms and explosives. four in
procurement of vehicles: a further 16 who
were tramned in Pakistan to carny out the
attacks. two in financing the operations via
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havala transactions and one for harbouring
some of the fugitives after the operation.

A further 24 suspects, among them
Ivnchpins Ismail “Tiger” and Yakub
Memon along with their fanmlies, are ab-
sconding. [ also suspected that a turther
20 persons tramed by the 1S1 and whose
role in the operation is yet indeterminate,
arc also absconding,

I'he government and the police, thus, be-
lieve that the bulk of their work 1s done
And that what remains - the fihing of
charges, the apprehension of the abscon
ders - will be accomphished m course of
time. A view the main Opposition party . the
Bharativa Janata Party. strongly chal-
lenges. "The government and police will
not delve too deeply into the brinns behind
the conspiracy.” feels Dharamchand Chor-
dia. general secretary of the BIP's Ma-
harashtra unit, "as the latter are well
connected to the higher echelons of both
the government and the police. One does
not know who, between Dawood Ibrahim
and Sharad Pawar, 1s actually ruling Ma-
harashtra. What then s the use of catching
the tools, when you are unable to locate the
brain™”

Chordia takes a ssde-swape at the vulner-

able Congress under- belly i the person ol

star MP Sunil Dutt. "They found weapons
in Dutt’s house, vet no action was taken
And his son, who confessed to owning an
ilhicit AK-56. was treated like a VIP even
in custody "

Even granting political bias, it cannot be
denied that there s a logical core to Chor-
dia’s diatribe. The involvement of Tbrahim
and, even, the ISL has been much div
cussed. but never proved And the police
have, indeed. tended to preen themselves
on the completion of their task when, in
actual fact, what they have accomphished 1s
the arrest of a bunch of hamals and coohies.
It 1s always possible, of course, that the
pohice have in actual fact made more sensi-
tive arrests or discovered other crucial v
formation that has not yvet made 1t to the
newspapers - but that 15 a remote possibil-
i

Thus, the inevitable conclusion: that
three months down the line, we are no
closer 1o closing the file on an assault that
shook the country s cconomic capital hke
never before Itthus devolvesuponthe STF
10 make real progress, and secure the city
and 1nts denizens from turther assaults of a
like nature. Whether the force will strive to
accomplish the task . or be used merely to
pull political wool over the opposition’s
eyes, 15, of course. the last and greatest of
the unanswered queries.

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
POLICE SHOW EXCESSIVE ZEAL

By VAIITAYASI P DANIEL

he bomb blasts that claimed over 300
lives m March also sentinto atailspin
the hitherto predictable ives ot some
500 residents of the Behrampada, Mahim,
By culla and Nagpada arcas of Bombay
The Bombay police, in an excess of
seal, went on a detention spree in the area,
resulting in some 400 odd residents finding
themselves in jail for no reason they could
fathom

Says advocate P.A Scbastian member of
the Committee of Protection for Demo-
cratic Rights, "Besides the 103 suspects
arrested under TADA  the pohice picked up
a large number of other people. Mothers,
wives, sisters, brothers, neighbours, friends
of absconding suspects were detained for
varying periods of time.

"When someone is legally arrested.” fur-
ther argues the CPDR activists, “they must
be officially produced before court IF you
detam a person for over 24 hours without
officially arresting him or her, then it con
stitutes an illegal act. And this is what the
police, in this instance, did detained people
at random, on the grounds that they were
merely bemng held tor mterrogation. We
cannot prove that this claim is untrue. But
it the people who were thus illegally de-
tained will come forward 1o tesuty about
others who were incarcerated at the same
tume. we can then get some cases filed ”

Samecera’s case 1s an nstance in point
The wite o a man who, according to the
police. was Ismanl “ higer” Memon's body-
guard, Sameera was allegedly detained for
a month and subjected to regular beatings.
Her home., meanwhile, was scaled.
Samecra, for her part. claims her abscond
ing husband was merely Memon's driver

When media attention focussed on
Sameera and other illegal detenues, the po-
lice a couple of weeks ago quitely released
some 300 of their number The case diaries
given to cach individual detenue, and which
they were expected to retain in their posses
sion and produce on demand, were quickly
spirited away . Some detenues, meanwhile,
were reportedly asked to come from as far
as Raigad for daily roll call- another illegal-
ity . The police have, however.denied deten
tion and roll call alike.

The likes of Sebastian, thus, are now
working towards gaining for the innocent
victims of the police the compensation that
is their due. "No one has disputed the arrests
of the 103 persons by the police”, argues
social worker Ashrafi. "No one has ap-

proached any authority for the release of
any of these persons. But we are working to
help these 500 others who were subjected
10 third degree treatment cither because
they were related 1o one or the other of the
103 ¢criminals, or on blind suspicion. These
people have had to shift residence because
they fear that they will be picked up agan.
Iheir hves have tumed topsy- turvy "

I'he first such case of harassment will be
tried on Tuesday next, in the court of Jus
tices Tipnis and More of the Bombay high
court. More cases, meanwhile, are expected
to be filed in the nextten days. "The police
have been absolutely indiscriminate,” says
Scebastian. " They

were given carte blanche, allowed to do
what they liked and thus they became a law
unto themselves.

Scbastian believes further that when the
big fish escaped their net, the police began
concentrating on the small fray in order to
keep their morale high "They picked up a
broom-maker who apparently loaded RDX.
Man be the man was payed Rs 100 instead
of Rs 30 to load some box, how was he to
know swhat he was loading”? Again, in
I'hane and in Ratnagiri where there are
quarrics they arrested people who have li-
censes to deal with explosives.”

Human nights activists claim extortion
went hand in hand with detention. "The
police.” revealed one source on condition
of anonymity. "took away four lakh rupees
from a residence in Kazi Memon street (in
south Bombay). In yet another case they
took two Rado watches and a mangalsutra.
In many other cases they asked to be paid
big amounts."” Sebastian and others are now
working towards getting the uniformed ex-
tortionists booked.

No casy task, as the activists themselves
admit. "How do you prove a case of theft
against the pohice force? Often, the victims
themselves are too termfied to speak up.,
thus giving the police further protection

The release, in carly July, of a report of
an unofficial investigation into police ex
cesses in December and January could
make the task of activists casier. For n
many cases, it is leamnt, the same officers
guilty of the excesses in the carlier noting
were also behind the alleged extortion
spawned by mvestigation into the Bombay
blast. "We intend to try our best to secure
justice,” says Sebastian.

The Sunday Observer, Bombay
June 13- 191993
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There is something in common between the bomb blasts in Bombay and the blast in
Calcutta:both were allowed to happen. By a police force and politicians who close their eyes and

open their pockets.

CITYBLIGHTS

nother day, another bomb. Or so n
seems after the explosion in Cal-
culta.

Luckily-and 1t’s a small mercy-the
tragedy at Calcutta seems to be uncon-
nected to the serial bombs of Bombay
Luckily, only because terrible though the
results were in terms of people killed and
the damage caused, the devastation ook
place only at one point and not 13 as in
Bombay. If there had been serial explo-
sions, we could have had a thousand dead.

Plus the horrible certainty that the chain of

bombings would then inexorably move
from city 1o city

But. of course, there 1s something in
common between what happened in Cal-
cutta and what happened in Bombay.
That’s because it didn't just happen; it was
allowed 1o happen.

In Calcutta, they say, the person they
describe as the satta king also had a lucra
tive side business in explosives. Some of
these explosives, itis claimed. were stored
in the building and accidentally went oft.
The business, obviously, was illegal
Equally obvious, it was a busimess widely
known: on my last visit to Calcutta. the arca
was pointed out to me. So was the building
The name of the person in question was
mentioned to me. So were the names of
other people involved in other “trades™ All
this was common knowledge.

Which means it was known to the
police, and to the political leaders of Ben-
gal If they claim they didn't know, they
must be the most ignorant two groups in
Calcutta. with no business to be protecting
us or leading us. If they knew about it as
they must. they must have been paid to tum
ablind eve or soternified that they kept their
eves shut

Which of these excuses, cach worse
than the other, are the police and the politi-
cians of Calcutta going to hide behind?

I'he Bombay bombs tell the same sor-
did tale of corruption. When the bombs
wentoff with such killing precision, we all
thought that a high-tech conspiracy, in-
volving the besteniminals in the world, was

By ANIL DITARKER
responsible.

Investigations since then have clearly
shown that the conspiracy wasn’t very ex-
pert at all. In fact, quite the contrary. The
criminals have left so many trails that they
must be bad actors play-acting at being
criminals. How s 1t that, ham-handed as
they were, they were able to go ahead and
plan, and then execute, their scheme?

There are more questions. But who is
going to answer them?”

Question 1 Is it or is it not a fact. that
a meeting took place in Dubai in Februany
where the plot to bomb Bombay was
hatched? Is it, or is it not a fact that this
meeting was discussed openly in Dubai at
the time?

Question 2 © [)id our intelhgence agen-
cies hear about this? I not, why not? It so,
who did they warn? What follow -up action
was taken?

Question 3 . The explosives must have
been smuggled by boat to Bombay ., cither
off the Bombay coast on the Gujarat coast
What were the coast guard and the customs
doing about it? Is a1, or is it not a fact that
customs people vie for postings on the

coast because of the pay-offs involved? If

thatis so. who was paid oft for this consign-
ment”? The arrested criminals will reveal
the route of the contraband. Whll action be
taken against the people involved?

Question 4 - Will the “erning’ officers
(that’s the polite. and official, word The
actual word should be “crimmal’) be “pun-
ished™ by a transter? Or will they get the
punishment that such connivance deserves-
a very stfl jail sentence and a complete
confiscation of all assets”

Question 5 Is itoris it not a fact that the
identity of all the major criminals of Bony
bay and their whercabouts are known to the
police through their informers? And it so,
is 1t or st not a fact that the police close

their exes and open their pockets? Or are
they so inetficient that they are helpless
against the criminals?

Question 6 : How is itthat you and | have
to wait for two months for a passport,
mainly because there 1s a detailed police-
cheek involved? And if there 1s a police-
check, how s it that known criminals get
passports in their own names with such
case”?

Question 7 : How many of the criminals
and gangsters are friends of politicians?
How many of them gather votes for them?
How many bank-roll the politicians, at
clection time and even at other times” And
what 1s the quid pro quo? That the politi-
clans ask the police to look the other way?
I'hat the politicians ask the intelligence
agencies to look the other way? That the
politicians ask the customs to look the other
way?

Question 8 : If this is so, who 1s going to
save us?

Mustrated Weekly Of India, Bombay
Varch 27, 1993

When The
Police Failed

By ALLWYN FERNANDES

I'he police adopted a laid-back, "they
(the Mushms) are getting what they asked
for™ atbitude. 1t was a fatal mistake By
doing so. the police destroyed what was
left of their tattered image and contributed
to the spillage of blood of the innocents in
both communities - not of the propagators
of hatred and perpetrators of violence.
The loss of confidence in the state was
now complete. It was to sow the seed of
terrorism an a section of the community.

When Bombay Burned
LUBSPD. 1993
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Grim truths about the Bombay blasts

The BJP leaders did not want to acknowledge that it was the sangh parivar which had fired the
train of retaliation and counter- retaliation. The truth, however, is now out, writes

rom the very aftermoon of the deadly

bomb blasts in Bombay in March the

BIP lcaders 1. K Advani and Atal
Behari Vajpayee have been assuring us that
the gruesome act had no connection with
the demolition of the Babri mosque at
Avodhya. This was natural. Because Bom-
bay 's ghastly explosions were a grim warn-
ing that the attempt to dig out the corpses
of history was fraught with grave danger
and would be a precursor to India’s become
g a vastly enlarged edition of Lebanon.
And so the BIP leaders did not wish to
acknowledge that it was the sangh parivar
which had fired the train of retaliation and
counter-retahation.

But. more surprisingly even before the
investigations had got into stride, Ma
harashtra chief mimister Sharad Pawar, cen-
tral home minister, S B Chavan, and even
prime minister PV Narsimha Rao began to
proclaim that the bomb blasts had no con-
nection with the demohtion of the mosque
at Ayodhya and the subsequent riots. Now
the truth has come out and belies the conr
placent assurances of the ruling party and
the main opposition. It 1s grim beyond
measure

It1s no secret that Pakistan has been fan-
ning the embers of terrorism i Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir: There were two rear
sons for this. One was to scize Kashmir by
force and the second was to avenge ats
crushing defeat in the Bangladesh war and
the secession of East Pakistan, which be
came an accomphished fact atter the war
The question 1s why during the long years
of the Atghan civil war, followmg the So-
viet armed mtervention in that country,
with all the means at its disposal and the
active sympathy of the United States, Paki-
stan was not able to launch the kind of
operation which was organised in March
1993 1in Bombay? And this at a ime when
terrorist activity in the two northem states
was at its height,

The reason 1s not tar to seek: the Muslims
of India were not prepared to act as tols off
Pakistan’s destabihsation plots and con-
spiracies, not to speak of taking the lead in
mounting such a blood-curdhing operation.

The motivation for committing crimes of
this nature was then lacking even in the

MADHU LIMAYE

pangs of smugglers and criminals. This mo-
tivation was created and provided by the
reckless execution of its nefarious design
by the sangh panivar.

T'he question of the real mouvation was
clearly brought out during imvestigations.
The Hindustan Times report on the Bonr
bay investigation on April 4 hits the bull's
eve ltsaid: "As apartof the plan, the arrival
of the arms and explosives on the western
coast was preceded by the visitofone of the
landing agents, Daud Mohammad Phanse,
to Dubaion January 19 - 22 atthe invitation
of Mustaq. who arranged for his stay at
Hotel Delhi Darbar at Dubai. On January
20, he was taken to a bungalow to meet
Dawood Ibrahim

"As per Phanse’s disclosure, Dawood as-
serted that in view of the demolition of the
Babri masjid, the Mushims had to do some
thing by way of retaliation. He indicated his
intention of sending “chemicals™ to India
and asked Phanse to arrange tor safe land-
ing. Sigmificantly, the consignment which
arrived in Raigad district on February 2 3
1s reported to have been sentina speed boat
having ownership hinks with Dawood Ibra
him"

About Pakistan’s role the report had this
to say: "Tiger Memon also plaved a pron-
nent role in recruiting and motivating vol-
unteers for the blast. While the explosives.,
arms and ammumtion could be obtained
through Dawood Ibrahim, the training was
arranged near Islamabad, with active Pak
assistance, between February 21-28 Mus-
tag met them at Dubar both betore their
departure for Islamabad and after ther re
turn. He exhorted them to be loval to the
cause and commit swicide in case of appre
hension.™

Ihe Indian Express wrote on the same
day: "Clinching proof of Pakistani involve
ment in the Bombay blasts has cometo light
during interrogation of arrested persons
and subsequent investigations.... The recov-
eries also reveal Pakistan’s plan to exploit
Muslim sentiments to create conditions of
instability and communal strife in India.
Liger Memon has emerged as the principal
figure behind the blasts ™

The Times of India, too, had the same

thing to say about the motivation of those
involved in the dastardly cnime: "Taking
advantage of the hurt Muslim sentiment in
the wake of the Babri masjid demolition on
December 6 last, the IS] began planning the
operation in mid-December. It sought and
found accomplices who had been finan-
cially hurt by the December riots as well as
those who stood to lose following the eco-
nomic hiberalisation, notably in respect of
the import of gold and the floating of the
rupce. Like gold-smugghng, the hawala
racket was hit by the liberalisation.”

I'he government’s failure to prevent the
demolition of the Babri mosque, the sub-
sequent riots and, importantly, its failure to
detect the Bombay conspiracy. shows the
collapse of the ordered state. These events
have exposed our vulnerability

Ihe investigations have high-lighted the
role of Dawood Ibrahim who was known to
have established friendly relations with a
high-flving politician. This leader extended
protection to the Kalanis, the Thakurs and
the hike. First, he denied his contacts, but
later admitted that he had met them “as
Congress workers”

Dawood Ibrahim made the Memon fam-
ily the chiet instrument of his design. The
criminal connections of the Memon broth-
ers. motivated by rehigious fervour and
ideas of retahation and revenge, stood in
good stead for Dawood.

I'he involvement of the Memons re
minded me of the following excerpts from
Asghar Ali Engineer’s report on the Surat
riots: "Gujarat has three trading Mushim
communities-Khojas, Bohras and
Memons-all of whom have strong roots in
Gujarati culture. Members of these comr
munities live in large numbers in Surat and
have close interaction with the Hindu trad-
ers.. They are generally peace-loving and
mild and hardly ever take part in pohtical
movements. They are also very well inte
grated with the non- Muslims

“"Even these communities were not
spared in the Surat riots. The mobs went
about with the list of their shops and in
many cases phoned and told the owners in
advance that thewr shops were going to be
looted which shows how much confidence
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they had. Calling the police was, of course,
of no help ™

The ¢®rrupt customs officers-not Mus-
lims-allowed the explosive material to pass
through the customs barriers. Grease their
palms and vou will find any number of those
who will lend their services to foreign pow-
ers. To them patriotism and cthics are
maya(illusion), to be overcome, not env
braced.

It 15 obvious that the sangh parivar was
carried away by its own rhetoric about set-
thng accounts with a thousand-ycar-old
story of repeated and continuous humih-
ation at the hands of Mushm mvaders and
rulers. Advani and Vajpayee assumed that
in the face of the vandalism in Avodhya the
Mushm extremists would keep quiet. The
Shiv Sena takes 1t for granted that although
thousands are rendered homeless and mans
more thousands driven out of Bombay and
hundreds prevented from resuming duty in
factories and other work places, the gang-
sters and mafias will not tum to these up-
rooted people for recruitment.

Pan-lslamism and a centralised Khilafat
encompassing the whole of [slamic society
may be a pipe-dream. Of course we know of
the destructive Iran-Iraq conflict. We know
about the wasting civil war among the dif
ferent Mushim groups in Afghanistan and,
beyond the river Oxus, of the clashes among
the diverse Islamic ethmic communities i
Fapikstan and Uzbekistan. But do we not
also read that the Mushm fundamentahsts
are active throughout the Mushm world, 1
Algeria, in Egypt, in Syria, in Turkey, .lnd
nearer home, in the Gult countries and in
Pakistan? Even an this age of rationalism
and the so-called decline of religion, the
feeling of sohdarity based on rehgious faith
15 strong among Christians. Among the
Muslims, the concept of brotherhood, de
spite Islam’s bloody history.
stronger

And the sangh parivar not only speaks in
terms of reclaiming the religious shrines of
the Mushims-oniginally temples-in Mathura
and Kashi, some of them talk of liberating
3.000 or even 30,000 such places It is no
use hoping that the sangh parivar will pon-
der over the imphications of the Bombay
blasts, the crimmalisation of politics and the
all-pervading corruption in the police and
customs burcaucracy and draw the right les-
sons. The Congress, on s part, is too deeply
enmeshed with the mafias to undertake a
thorough house-cleaning operation.

The Times of India, Bombay
Aprd 21, 1993

IS5 ¢ven

THE WEAKNESS
WITHIN

KAMAL

ust when many were exulting over the

budget or celebrating India’s cricket

glory, bombs savaged Bombay. In a
few hours hundreds were dead. thousands
injured and worst of all attempts at rebuild-
ing communal harmony were set back
Pohticians did not help. Even before inves-
tigations had progressed. home minister S
B Chavan spoke of international conspir
acy to destabilise India. Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao, and later Manmohan
Singh, suspected a plot against economic
reforms. The President went to the extent
of warning our neighbours. The BIP ex-
pectedly squarely blamed the 1S1 Others
suspected the LTTE.

Dayvs later there was a massive blast in
Calcutta: But the hordes of conspiracy
theorist are likely to be disappointed. Po-
lice sources find no link between the blasts
in the two cities. In the meanwhile, the US
has warned its citizens about the possibility
of terrorist attacks in New Delhi On all

sides, therefore, there is apprehension of

even more terror, more bloodshed. Terror
ism owhich, with striking exceptions, had
been confined to areas like Punjab, Kash-
mir and the north-cast seems to have moved
IO our major cities.

Notably. almost all pohticians are not
hinking these events to the demolition of the
Babri Masjid and the nioting that followed.
just as the BJP and the PM both refused to
see the link between the Januany riots in
Bombay and the events in Avodhya. But
irrespective of who actually masterminded
the latest outrage, there 1s a hink atleast in
the public mind. The fact that Pakistam
imvolvementas well as some local Mushms
was widely suspected shows how far conr
munalisation has progressed. The suspi-
cion about the Memon family will help tuel
these communal stereoty pes

But what most people tend to forget is
that the attempted destabilisation of coun-
tries such as ours, through such tactics, 1s
based on an assessment of internal weak-
ness. The obvious intermal schisms and
contlicts make India a ready target for ter-
rorism. After all, Pakistani support to mih-
tants in Punjab and Kashmir was based on
substantial ahenation of the people there
The foreign hand was meddling in waters

- MITRA CHENOY

alrcady mudied by our own bunghng.

Pakistan is notonly the guilty party. Who
armed, trained and provided military sup-
port to the Mukti Bahini”? Our government
did and everyone knows it But India’s
covert action was possible only because of
internal discord in the then Fast Pakistan
and Sri Lanka. Similarly, covert actions
against India by ISIL LTTE, the CIA and
others is facilitated by our own intemal
disputes and divides. Consequently, effec-
tive efforts to fight terrorism must start by
removing the factors that create the atmos
phere for it to flourish.

The fact of the matter is that precious
little has been done to bridge divides. In
Kashmir, some 87 inquiries have been or-
dered into accusations of excessive force
by security forces. Salutary action has yel
to be taken. Despite several inquiny reports
on communal nots identify ing the RSS and
other bodies as the culprits, nothing has
been done. Those guilty of the anti- Sikh
pogrom in 1984 are vet to be punished. In
the 380-0dd cases of noting registered in
Ayodhya around December 6 hardly have
any arrest have been made. The list goes
on.

A country where such grievances accw
mulate is ready fodder for terronist violence
and destabihisation. To rebuft external i
tervention we will have to heal our own
wounds first. But to do this we have to be
aware that this problem not only exists and
1s growing, but that its solution s indispen
sible for our survival. If any of our people
- Kashmirt Mushims, Sikhs, Mushms,
backward castes. tribes and others feel op-
pressed and singled out for hatred then
terrorism will find fertile soil. Once the
alienation deepens and spreads nothing can
stop the explosions that follow

Ifwe do not want many Bombays we will
have to learn to live with our differences
Civilised dialogue will have 1o replace
communal and sectarian diatribe. Blaming
the foreign hand will not get us very far

The Independent. Bombay
March 25, 1993
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Meaning Of Bombay

ith March 12 there has arrived a
new dimension i Indian Politics
- qualitatively ditferent from
what we have so far witnessed since inde
pendence
Somctimes manstream parliamentary
politics was interrupted by outbursts of v 1o-
lence in some arcas, and at some phase,
there has been armed nulitancy as could be
seen m the Communist campaign i Telen-
gana in the first years afier independence
and the Naxahte struggle in the Andhra
villages or the Naga and the UL FA move
ments in the North-FEast Inall these cases,
the adversary could be dentitied and dealt
with according |y
Ihe rash ot bomb blasts planted by invis-
ible operators in Bombay no doubt marks a
new stage ottechnology in political activaty
which has devastating effect not only be
cause ol the comardly cold-bloodedness
mvolved. but also because 1t spreads a
sense of insecunity and crosion of confi-
dence i administrative and political
authonty i the country . It the vovern-
ment’s umage was shattered on December
6 wath the demohtion of the Babrn Masjid
at Avodhyas which it had promised to pro-
tectoat tned to recoup its position by the
claborate display ot its police torce to en-
force the ban on the BIP rally in the Capital
on Februany 23
What took place in Bombay on March 12
IS a matter of concern not only tor the
covernment but tor the entire public hife in
this country - The Opposition in Parhament
wis within nights o question the efficacy
of the government’s intelligence agencics.,
pomting to thew tatlure to torewarn about
such adevelopment. but one has to concede
that such Bewut-sivle terrorist operations
are something which could never be anticr-
pated inany country betore In other words,
political unrest m our country is reaching
out to mternational dimensions
Whatever the government’s eritics might
say . itwould be unfair and irresponsible to
blame it for its inability to instantly idenuty
the culprit in the bomb blasts in Bombay
It may be casy tor the BIP leader. Advan,
to rush to the facile conclusion that the
gutlty must be from Pakistan--that s what
15 least unexpected from anybody from his

Bomb Blasts

By NIKIHHL CHAKRAVARTY

party . However, the case needs more seri-
ous probings though itis but natural that the
needle of suspicion for such an outrage
should pomt to our traditonal adversary,
namely Pakistan, in which the IS1acts as a
virtually autonomous outfit

I'he bomb blasts on March 12 have 1o be
seen an the context of the untolding sce
naro ot all-round assault on normal polit-
cal functioning in many parts of the world
In our country. the communal upheaval
which has come ke a great wave since the
outrage at Avodhya on December 6 has
spread over many parts of the countny a
sense ol demoralisation that after four dee
ades since the blood-soaked partition of the
country, there should be a relapse into such
barbaric violence unfolding the glooms
perspective of continued fratncidal conflict
N our country,

ltis not justan accident that this new t pe
of terrorst violence that was witnessed in
Bombay on March 12 should come in the
wake ol the ghastly communal pogrom in
that very same ety mwhich the Shiv Sena
could go on a rampage without ANy Inter
vention by the executive authonity--a ciny
which has fong been m the grip of magnum
stze smugalers and mafia dons enjoy ing tor
long the patronage of pohtical leaders of
ditferent partics. The phenomenon of car-
bomb terrorism arrives when the moral of
the nation 1s badly shattered as large-scale
communal violence goes on unchecked

The Prime Minister during his visit to
Bombay on the day following the outrage
of March 12 had stated that the bomb blasts
appeared to have been aimed at bringing
about cconomic dislocation in the country
It one goes by the targets chosen by the
assailants--the stock exchange. banks, ho-
tels. airlines offices and all these i the
country s commercial and finance capital-
-one does of course get the impression that
the muscreants wanted to dislocate the
country s cconomie life. At the same time,
one has to take note of the fact that the
repercussions of the new 1y pe of terrorism
would be seriously feltin the entire spec-
trum of pubhc hite in the countn

Forone thie, it was aimed at paralysing

normal life in one of our metropolitan cen-
tres--and this involves a wide range of pub-
e activity--political, social and cultural,
apart from economic Secondly. this type
of terrorist violence by invisible agencies
taking the authorities by total surprise, has
a serious impact on the public confidence
in any government. Which appears 1o be
what the perpetrators have been aiming at
Any government facing similar assault has
to bewell aware of the fact that such sudden
violence. calculatedly executed., 1s essen-
tally aimed at destroying public confi-
dence in the executive. Perhaps this is the
most serious pohitical fall-out of such a
terrorist action

The target. however, 1s not just the gov-
ernment. In fact, the entire political hife in
India today 15 in jeopardy because such
bombing can destroy all open political
functioning in the country , the very basis of
our democratic order. By instilling fear of
violent disruption, our traditional politcal
functioning in the open s threatened It is
precisely this aspect of the new phenome
non of evil in our pohucal life that has to
be combated by all political parties together
il our democracy s to be saved from the
onslaught of such mimical forces. No
doubt. the government machinery has to be
geared up to not only hunt down the guilty
but to destroy their line of operation. At the
same time, the leadership of all political
partics have to put their heads together o
ensure normaley in politcal functioning so
that such forces inimical to our democracy
do not getan opening

This does not mean, as some circles tend
to do that all parties must join hands with
the ruling estabhshment. Such a coalition
is both unnecessary and harmtul o our
democracy - Divergences i outlook and
policy are notonly legitimate but are proof
of the enduring quality of our democracy .
In fact. the thrashing out of such differ
encesthrough the process ot discussion and
interaction is the very hallmark of our sys-
tem of pluralism. While preserving it. one
has 1o resolve certam norms of functioning
which will provide no room for heinous
violence as manifested m the bomb blast
terrorism of March |2
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In this context, it is imperative that all
lcaders of all pohtical parties impose certain
self-denying discipline that their respective
political parties would keep away from cer
tain types of activity and propazanda which
hits at the very fabric of our democracy

In this regard, one has to take note of the
Prime Minmister’s welcome announcement
during his intervention in the debate on the
President’s address to Parhament that the
government would soon bring measures to
keep election politics quarantined from re
ligious propaganda. Although the an-
nouncement was made before the Bombay
bomb blasts its urgency is enhanced by the
outrage on March 12 It 15 only to be ex-
pected that the government as also the Op-
position will join hands 1o take up this long
overdue reform in night carnest as the first
step towards restoration of normalcy in the
functioning of our pluralist democracy
There 15, no time to lose after the horren-
dous experience of March 12

Mamstream, Dol
March 20, 1993

Dear Reader

How You
Can Help

Arcyou interested in obtaining a copy
of VIA MEDIA regularly? Please send
In vour name. organisation name and
address Do also suggest names of per
sons you feel would be interested in
reading this comphilation

In the course of your reading i1 vou
come across articles. letters, ete in any
language. which you teel are relevant to
understanding current issues, please
send us the onginal clipping or copy of
the same

Do you feel strongly for or agamst
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‘Circumstantial joke

9

turns nightmare for
Raigad families

CORRESPONDENT

OMBAY., MAY |1 Lven while

some criminals in Raigad district

have been arrested tor their alleged
involvement in the senal bombing of Bony
bay in March. several innocents are alleg-
edly being subjected to a reign ot police
terror. Over 25 residents of Valwat vil-
lage, at a press conference in the city on
Saturdas, alleged torture. humiliation and
communal harrassment in unlaw ful police
detention

Igbal Haspaul and his family, including
women and children, were arrested on
April 13, swhen the pohee tound a spindle,
used by the powerloom industry, in their
home, and assumed 1t was a missle of some
kind. Ewven though the error was realised
four days later, and the pohice sought 1o
dismiss itas a "arcumstantial joke™, Paul’s
tamuly remained in police custody unull
wednesday . On Monday . the menfolk were
slapped with charges under the Arms Act
for possession of a sharp set of kichen
knives intheir home!

Ihe police, the tanaly claimed, illegalls
detamed women and children. without ot
ficially arresting them or producing them
before a magistrate within 2.3 hours
Zubaida, Panl’s wite, claimed the police
cell measuring 10« 8 feet, held around 20
women.  She was jailed along with her
daughters, daughters-in-law and a two-
yvear-old mece. A minth standard student
was also arrested and prevented trom ap-
pearmg tor his final examination. In cus-
tody. the victims alleged they were beaten
up. abused and humiliated. Zubaida Patil
alleges her husband and grown-up sons,
who were arrested under TADA, were pa
raded naked betore her. They were also
taunted. she cliimed. about their "Pakistam
allegiance™  Mobun, Paul’s son was se
verely beaten on the back, hands and legs.
the blisters are stull evident on his bods
During the torture, he suffered several hys-

terical attacks, 1s now affected by psycho-
logical trauma, and requires medical atten-
tion

Igbal Patil, a hear patient, told reporters
of the humihiation he suffered when forced
to strip before his daughters and daughter-
m-law. He accused TS, Bhal, the local
superitendent of polhice, and Charanrao Pa
ul. the sentor superitendent ot police. of
sanctioning the torture. Igbal said the spin-
diy. which was assumed to be a dangerous
missile, came to be displayed in the fanme
1y 's showcase. after it was found by chil-
drenan 1986
picked up by the village children when a
truck overturned at that time.
mation was confirmed by the police. when

Several such spindles were
This infor-

they sent a wireless message to the district
headquarters, but it made no difference to
the treatment they continued to mete to
their victims

Abdul Rashid Ahmed Bondare, also from
the wvillage spent cight days i custody,
charged under the Arms Act. Having
served in Kuwait, Bondare now works as a
cook at weddings  As he had to chop up to
200 Kilos of meat and onions, he acquired
asizeable collection ot sharp knives during
his kuwait sojourn, which provaded the po-
lhice the “evidence” to arrest him

Shamshuddin Abdul Ghatoor Thokan, an
clderly vallager, sand the police Kept him in
detention fortwelve days, without an arrest
warrant forcing him to adimit possession of
arevolver. Although he did not possess
one. and the police never found one 1o
implicate him, the torture and beating
forced Thokan to falsely admat to the

chagee, n order o save himsell from fur

ther n
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