COMMUNAL RIOCTS IN MAHABOUBNA AN INVESTIGATION REPORT
OF THE 'HYDERABAD EKTA' TEAM

INTRODUCTION: On the 17th and 18th of June, 1985, all newspapers

published from Hyderabad carried reports on communal clashes in
Mahaboobnagar town, in which three persons w=re stabbed to death
and another two seriously injured., This was followed by the
imposition of é 36-hour curfew and ther.after clamping of
section 144 in the affected areas, Hitherto, organised vioclence
of a communal nature involving mobs was by and large confined

to the twin cities. This is one of growning instances cof mob
violence that took the shape of a "communal riot" outside
Hyderabad. Earlier in the year such incidants have occured

in Tandur, Karimnagar, Nalgonda, Sangareddy and other district

town areas that were relstively tension free until now.

Hyderabad Ekta views this development with serious concern, 3s
this is an indication that the virus of communalism is spreading

in the state.

A fact-finding taam consisting of Mr.M.A. Khudoos and Mr.N. Uday
Bhaskar of the Hyderébad Ekta visited Mahaboobnagar on 30th
June, 1985, and the following is a report on their visit and

conelusions arrived at.

Back-ground History: Mahaboobnagar town has been traditionally
a stronghold of the Jana Sangh and the RSS. The RSS had esta-
blished 'Vyayam Shalas' in many areas of tnhe town, where local

youth were trained in 'street fight tactics', among other things.
Thus, the Jana Sangh and later the BJP, had over the years deve-
loped a strong grass~roots level cadre. However, at the top,

a corresponding growth in leadership was lacking, as the leaders
confined themselves tc local politics and Municipal Council
elections. Thus the cadre, finding no other avenue, started
providing mus~le power to whichever political leader who was
willing to utilise their services. It is said that at present,

a signification portion of support to the ruling Telugu Desaim

Party comes from these elements.

Among the students, ABVP has a strong base, while the various
leftist groups are quite weak. Among the Muslims, there is
some support for the Indian Union Muslim League and the Jamaat-
E-Islaami, but the majority of the well-to-do muslims are
supporters of the Congress-I. It is in this background that

one has to view the emergence of communal tensions in the town.



Communal animosity between the majority Hindus and the Minority
Muslims, dormant for a long time, came to the fore for the
first time in 1978, when a stone throwing incident was reported,

probably as an aftermath of the infamous Rameeza Bee incident.

The First Major Incident: In 1981, an ABVP activist named

Narasimhulu was murdered by a group of people alleged to be
muslim goondas. In the court case that followed, 'Hospital'
Raju was a key prosecution witness. An attempt was made on
Raju's life by a group of goondas, and in the skirmish that
followed, Raju stabbed and killed one of the assailants by the

name Badr.

An interesting and some what tragic fact is that in personal
life, Badr and Raju were close friends, who belonged to the

same volleyball team, and had together represented the university
in volleball.

Nobody has been booked and charge-sheeted in either of these

cases of murder, due to lack of evidence.

The Boipally Gate_Incident of 1983: About a year after the

killing of Badr, a group of people came armed with sticks,
lathis and knives to the Boipally gate area in the outskirts

of Mahboobnagar Town, ailegedly loocking for a group of Badr's
followers. They could not locate the persons that they were
locking for, who fled from the area earlier. The group then
attacked and stabbed two by standers on the streets who died
later in the hospital. The local people identified one of them
as Munasser, fruit vendor. The identity of the other person
eould not be ascertained.

The Murder of Krishna, Town Secretary of the BJP: In June 1984,
the Town Secretary of the BJP was assaulted and killed by a

grouped of unidentified people. Several people were arrested,
but no case was reglstered against anybody due to lack of

evidence,

The BJP and RSS tock out a procession and held a public meeting
in which they declared that they would take revenge on the
murderers of Krishna within one year.

Prelude to the present Incident: A few days before the clashes,

a group of muslim youth had gone to the house of a notorious
goonda named Shanker, who was at that time under police custody.
The crowd had allegedly shouted obscenties and hurled stones

at the house, and were dispersed by the poliece. In this
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connettion, an FIR was filed and warrants for the arrest of

some rmusliim youth were issued,

Mr, Vijay Singh: the local subsInspector of Police, had gone

to the Madina Masjid area of the town in search of these persons.
He entered the Madina Masjid with his constables in full uniform
including shoes at the time of the afternoon 'namaaz' and tried
to break into the group of people offering 'Namaaz' when the
people protested, he is reported to have said, "I will not allow
this place to become another Golden Temple". As the arcgument
prolonged, people grew violent and Vijay Singh was beaten up

inside the Masjid.

He went out of the Masjid threatening dire consequences. After
this incident, it is reported that he was seen hob nobbing with

local goondas and Hindu communal elements.

IHE INCIDENTS ON THE 16th & 17th OF JUNE:

(A) The Veeranna Pet - Madina Masjid Area: Veeranna Pet and

Madina Masjid area are adjoining localities separated by a
railway gate. Both :the localities are predominantly inhabited
by the lower middle class people and workers., Veeranna Pct is

a predominantly Hindu area while Madina Masjid area is inhabited
mostly by Muslims,

On the evening of 16th June, a grouped of Muslim youth were
playing volley ball on the Madina Masjid side of the railway track.
All of a sudden, a group of men armed with sticks, knives and
daggers rushed in from Veeranna Pet side of the railway track,

and attacked the volley ball players.

A local youth by the name of Mohammed Khwaja (23 year old),
who is a welder by profession, was stabbed in the scuffle, and
he died a few days later in the hospital.

He had been the main supporter of his family, and he had gone

to Bombay a few months ago to seek employment there, and he had
returned home ;ust a few days before, to celebrate 'Idd' at home.
He was not known to be connected with any political party or
communal group,

The Tirumala Deva Gutta Incident: Within a few minutes after

the Madina Masjid incidenty a group of people armed with knives,
sticks, etc., attacked some persons who were coming out of a
traditional Ramzaan feast after the 'Iftaar'. In the skirmish,

One person was killed, and twa people seriously wounded.
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Kalil Aht ¢d, the person who was killed, was a postman living
in the Madina Masjid area. His father is the 'Peshi Imaam'

of the Midina Masjid.

Mohammned Zameem, who was seriously woun'ed, and is now reco :r=-
ing, is : watch repairer by profession. Habeab, the cther

injured r=arson, is also a watch repairer.

" The Thiruwral Tiava Gutta area is adioining the Fire Station «bout -
a Kilemeter avay from Veeranna Pet. Unlik=2 Veeranna Pet and
Madina M: sji¢ area, in this locality, the residents belong o
both “he communities. The RS5S has bzen running one of its
'Wyayama Salas' in this area. “he BJP secretary Krishna, .who

was killed in 1984 belonged to this area. The local people say
that on inhe day of the incident, the street lights in the lccality
were off, even through they were in working condition. They

could not identify whether the assailants came from outside,

or belonced to the same locality.

The Boipally Gate Incident: The same locality that witnessed

the killing ©f two people two years ago, was the scene of another

stabbing incldent in ‘which one parson was killed,

Abdul Wahab, a sixty five year old vendor of herbs, medications,
‘etc., known as 'Chouda Pudi', was found on the road side, with
several stab wounds, by some milkmen in the early hours of 17th
June., The previous evening, he had gon: to Boipally village.,
about 4-% Kms from the gate, to sell his ‘'Chouda Pudi', It is
believed that he might have been stabbed while he was returning

home .

However, it is not clear whether this incident has any connection
with “he communal clashes theat took place elsewhere in the town.
Mr. Qadri, Secretary of the wakf board feels that this must

have been a case of robbery, which was deliberately being given

a communai colour,

Rzactions of the Local People: In each of the affected areas,

we had talked to the residents of the locality, small mercheants
and tradesmen, hoteliers, etc. By and large, people of both
the communities expressed their desire for peace, Both Hindus
and Muslims were all praise for the Superintendent of Policec,
Mr, Nayak, who had initiated several steps towards restoring
normalcy.
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Besides imposing a 36-hour curfew in the entire town of Mahaboob-
nagar, Sec.144 has been enforced avery night since the clashes

in the affected areas. On the S.¥.'s initlative, peaCe committees
with members belonging te both communities have been formed in

each of the affected areas. Peace meetings are being held regularly

and loccal VIF's are making 'Padavatras' of the localities,

All the shops in Mahaboobnagar town have been crdered to close -
down by 6 p.m. every evening., Cinima timings have also been
chdnged, so that the second show is now over by 10.00 p.m. in

thie evening,

On the other hand, most muslims have expressed sericus diszleasure
regarding the role played by Vijay Singh, the local SI of Police,
They say that re is respcnsible for the entire troubkle, as he

had hurt their religicus sentiments and behaved in a rash manner

inside the Madina HMasjid.

According to i.r,Sami, a Democratic Telugu Desam Party Councillor,
those who were killed were neither rowdies nor were they connected
with any communal organisation., Yet the attacks were made in a
planned manner, which showed that the idea was to terrorise the

muslims in the town.

Mr. Anjaiah, a Hindu resident of the Madina Majid area, felt
that it was only a few people who were invclved, but that this

is causing a polarisation of the communities.

A locel R.Ed., student Of the Madina Masjid area felt that the
reasons for this growing tension were basically vested interests

of Right Parties,

Some of the residents said that in the last four yoars, at least
ten people have been killed, yet not a single person has been
punished so far, Even though some people are arrested every-
time, wvery often they are not the real culprits and they are
soon released. They say that in such a situation, taking the
law into their own hands seemed to bhe the only way, as now they

were sure that nothing would be done to them either.

People say that they are now afraid to even walk alone in the

streets in the evenings. Many a time, they have to cross each

o b
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. others localities on their wayv home after work, and they view

each other with suspicion.

Another aspect that has come out repeatedly during the discussions
especially with the muslims is the political patronage of the

known commnal elements of the area.

Erra Satyam, a notorious goonda, and alleged leader of the gangs

that were involved in the r=zcent clashes, is related to the local
TDP MLA, Mr. F. Chandra Sekhar. Erra Satyam's gang reportedly
provides the main muscle power for the TDE.

"Hospital" Raju, whose name was earlier mentioned in connection

with the killing of Badr, is a christian, but he has identified
himself with Hindu communal elements, He 1s supposed to be the

right hand man of Erra Satyam.

Sankar, ancther well known c¢oonda, the attack on whose house
started the whole trouble, is reported to be the hench man of

Mr.P. Rama Chandraiash, a local BJP councillor.

On several occasions, Vijay Sinch, the SI was seen talking to

these people,

.kt Lg medd bzt @ “or the olashes, @ roqpdseniaiives OF the

uslim commuaity ted reorzacnicd te the Yozece hamitteoe for the

2

troasfer of vijeoy Buagh - the locality. drac~sfor ordors were
iszsued, but were subsequently revoked, allegedly due to political

pressure,

Mr, P. Chandra Sekhar; MLA from Mahaboobnagar and former Law
Minister of the state felt th-t things normally started with

very minor incidents, He said the major problem was the spreading
of rumours by some vested interests., He says that he is not aware
of the background of the Madina Masjid incident where Vijay Singh
broke into a group of people offering 'Namaaz' as he was not in
town on that dav., However, hs savs that law and order do not

come under his purview. He says that one "has" to accept the
police version, even if it may be known to bhe incorrect, _
Mr, Chandra Sekhar savs that he is not aware of any scheme for
paving ex-gratia compensaticn to the victims. If such a scheme
exists and if the concerned people approach him, he will take

unp the matter with the Chizf Minister, he says.



.
~J
Fo

Since unemploved youth gathering into gangs in hotels seem to be
the major problen, he feels that a law shruld be enacted where in
nc two people should be allowed to mest in & public nlace for

more than 10 minutes,.

The team had also et aembers of the Mahaboobnagszr unit of the

nuami Ekta Committee at the hcuse of its convener, Mr.Ramachandra
Reddy. Mr,Reddy says that though disturbed conditions existed inthe
town just before the Id, the Quami Ekta, along with the district
administration, waere successful in corntaining the violence and

rastoring normalcy very soon.

Some cf the members of the Gommittesz said that the manipulation of
youth but noliticans should be stopped. Thev feel that corruction

and immoralit in the hierarchy of admivistrstion should be storped.

Mr. Qadri, one of the members, said that communal harmonsy and
national integration were "ma ters of the heart” and that they can
not be achievaed with force.

CLIMCLUSICNS: A loolk at the historv of the events that led to the

raec. nt riots in Mahaboobnagar snows that a pattern is discernible
behind the incidenis, as in the case of most of the so called -

communal clashes,

A svstemstic pattern of group rivalries, making political capital
out of religious sentiments, deliberate rumour-mongering to fan
communal passions, giving 2 communal colour to svech gommon-place
incidents as ficts over cinemwa seats, gve-teasasing, etc., involve-~
ment of lacal power elites, and so on, can be clearlv seen in

this case.

Increasing degrees of polarisation is even now taking nlace betwoeen
the two communities in the town, and political patronage and a
division of people into "our people” and "their people" is giving

currency to this xift among the people.

However, thae situation has nct vet reached an impasse where "civil

War' would seem inevitable as alleged by some people, IMost people
have expressaod a sinCere desir: for the return of normalcy, as

the present sitvation of tension is a“fecting their ev'.ry day life.

"8
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Several people have velunteered to start working on the lines of
"Hyderabad Ekta" to promote communal harmeny and mantain peace

in the town. -

In conclusion, one feels th~t much of what goes on in the name of
communal riots is a power game of few pecple, in which innocent
people are very cfien the victims, This inhuman cme of politicians
should e exposed for what it is and it 1is the duty of all secular
organisations to Lring about among the people an awarencess of thes
issues. All demccratic and secular-minded p=ople have also ot an
active role to play in assisting in the formaticn of voluntary
secular orgarisations in all. affected arsas 2s well as subsequently
in providing legel and Other:ﬁelp, such as following up on payment

Oof ex-gratia etc.

Ehe light of these conclusions, H-derabad Ekta demands that the

‘

§ﬁ%%e and local authorities should talie upr the following issues

mmedlately

&
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1, Irmmediafte reloase of ex-gratia relief to all affected families;
and : '
2. Bringing the culprits known to be invelved to book.

i

took_ FO=T

————

Lo / al o Fa '({’f{ y

Lei el 6,7 /mééi_/zvzu Lmﬁ"

A/\(‘q/\,”\&,&/l/h AN A

L

74 [L «m/k_,(;fﬁtc‘{/f rfi,ac( :
P :E;%?fﬁ C?‘€%“§)




	page 01.tif
	page 02.tif
	page 03.tif
	page 04.tif
	page 05.tif
	page 06.tif
	page 07.tif
	page 08.tif

